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Lord Chriſt's Agony 
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GARDE N. 


SERMON "H 


Luke xxii. 43, 44. 

And there appeared an Angel unto him from 
Heaven, ſtrengt bening him : And being in 
an Agony, he prayed more earneſtiy, and 
his Sweat was as it were great Drops of 
Blood falling down zo the Ground. 


HE Hiſtory of our Lord's 
Paſſion is the chief Part of the 
Goſpel Hiſtory ; the Hiſtory 
of his Mente is the chief Part of the 

EHiſtory of his Paſſion, and moſt ſweet. 
to us, tho molt bitter to him; for had 
not he had this Agony on Earth, we 
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- Ground, preſs'd with the Weight of 
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Ir begins on his Entrance into the 
Garden of Gethſeman, Mat. 26. 39. H. 
went a little farther, and fell on his Face and 
prayed. Luke ſays, he kneeled down and = 
E (that is) he firſt kneeled ; but e 

is Knees being (as he ſpeaks Pſ. 109. K* 
24.) weak, and failing him, he ſinks 
down to the Ground, under the weight 
of our Sins, and his Father's Wrath. 
which now begins to come in upon 
him apacc. He falls proſtrate on the 


our Sins, and the Dolour and An- 8 
guiſh he felt from his Father's Wrath. 
© Here, Soul! here lies the true and . 
* only Sacrifice of Propitiation on an 
Altar of Earth, Exod. 20. 24.' The 


whole Earth becomes the Altar, when 


the Lord from Heaven becomes the Sa- 
crifice ; © A very ſtrange Sight indeed! 
© to behold the Lord of Angels, like a 
© mean and baſe Worm, wind and turn 
© himſelf this way and that way on the 
Ground, thro Extremity of Anguiſh; 3 
and this very Poſture of his he had 
© reference to in thoſe very Words ſpo- 
© ken ſo many Years before, Pf. 22. 6. 
© I am a Worm and no Man —_ 


50 Gerthardus de morte Chriſti, Col. 1. 2 16 
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You heard before from the Verſes a- 


0 dove, Jeſus Chriſt had been three times 
nder Prayer ; you muſt now ſuppoſe him 


to be in his third Prayer, on which 


uy Lule enlarges, and tells us, what paſſed 
of etween God the Father and himſelf 
ht N 10. 


Id the Words we have theſe Three 


u Things. 


F | Swear. 

„ II. His Carriage in it; he prays more 
d # earneſtly inſtead of leaving off. | 
III. His receiving Relief from one of his 
Menial Servants, an Angel. 


I. I snarrt firſt conſider our - Lord's 
11 Agony and bloody Sweat; for the Ex- 
plication whereof, 

nA. . Wnar is an Agony? Anſe. It 
je is 2 dread of falling, ſo as by our Fall 
i: to be utterly ruined ; ſo to be tormen- 
ted with the violent Feat of Death, as 
to be almoſt dead with Fear. Such was 
the Fear and Sorrow of our Redeemer 
at this Time, that his whole Nature 
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was now diſſolving; but of that after- 
wards. ; 

2. LenGrH of it, in the whole Extent + 
of it, it might reach from. its beginning 
upon his Entrance into the Garden, to 
his Triumphant and Victorious Shout 
on the Croſs, Ir 15 FI NISHED; but the 
Extremity of it, or the Agony of his 
Agony, was but for an Hour, as does 
appear from thoſe Words of his to Pe- 
ter and the other two Apoſtles, Nat, 
could ye not watch Toith me one Hour? 
Chriſt bore indeed our Hell for us in 
the Garden Agony and on the Croſs. 

05. Bur if his Agony was his Hell, 
then it ſhould have been Eternal? 

Anſw. Tus Damnation of loſt Souls 
is indeed Eternal, and why ? but be- 
cauſe they can never pay the Debt they 
owe to the Juſtice of God ; if they 
could make ſatisfaction to God, they 
ſhould be releaſed from their Fiery Pri- 
ſon. You have two Debtors ſent to 
Priſon for a Debt of the ſame Value; 
the one being Poor, mult le there be- 
cauſe he cannot pay it ; the other be- 
ing a Rich Man, pays down the Debt 
demanded preſently, and is diſcharged. 
Thus the Lord Chriſt paid down at once 
the 
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the full Price demanded by the Juſtice 
of God, and by his ſhort Sufferings 
made full Satisfaction for ever. 

I micnr add, That what was want- 
ing in Time, was made up in the In- 
tenſeneſs of his Sufferings, and the Ex- 
tremity of the Torments he endured. 

3. His bloody Swear. 

(I.) Hzxs was Sweat! This, as it 
is obſerved to our Hands, came in 
with Sin, and is a Branch of the Curſe, 
and therefore the Lord Chriſt thus 
ſweats whilſt he is anſwering for our 
Sins, and removing and taking off the 
Curſe from us. | 

(2.) Tris was bloody, great Drops 
of Blood, «re? eu A; you mult 
remember, Luke was a Phyſician, and 
makes uſe of ſome Terms proper and 
almoſt peculiar to Perſons of that Pro- 
feſſion, whereof this may be one; 
therefore the great Phyſician Galen's 
Teſtimony is ſuitable here, tis then ac- 
cording to him Clodders of Blood, or Drops 
of concrete or thickned Blood *. 
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* ges- di, manyss, Coagulated Blood. 
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Galen. apud Strigel, 


(3) LR and copious, falling down 
to the Ground; the Blood flows from 
his Head and Face, and all Parts of 
his Body, thro' his very Cloaths, Fc 
63. 1, 2, 3. Who is this that comes from 
Edom, with dyed Garments from Bozrah ? 
Chriſt anſwers, I that ſpeak in Righte-. 
ouſneſs, mighty to ſave, am he. Then the 
Church asks again, I/herefore art thou 
Red in thine Apparel, and thy Garments 
like him that treadeth ix the IWine-Fat ? 
Chriſt replies, I have trodden the WWine= 
Preſs alone, and of the People there was 
none with me for I will tread them in 
mine Anger, and trample them in my Fu- 
„, and their Blood ſball be ſprinkled upon 
my Garments, and 1 will ſtain all my Rai- 
ment, for as it follows, the Tear of my 
Redeemed 15 come; hear him how he 
complains, Pſal. 22. 14. J am poured out 
like Water, poured out careleſly by the 
Enemy, as mean and common Blood, 
as a Thing of no Price or Value; pour- 
ed out! flowing from all Parts of my 
Body to the Ground. 

Ler us Remark here: 
-(2.) THe Seaſon, it was in Winter, 


CHRIST'S Agony 


for the High-Prieſt's Servants had a 


Fire ; beſides, it was not only Night, . 
but 


— 
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but late at Night ; ſo that it was the 
Extremity of the Cold made the Blood 
to clodder. 

(2.) In this pickle he was taken and 
led away by the Multitude, and thus 
continues in his Blood till he was Cru- 
cified, unleſs the Angel that was ſent 
from Heaven did this way comfort 
him, by wiping off the Blood. 

Sour ! Becauſe thou canſt not weep 
for thy Sins, Chriſt bleeds ; becauſe thy 
Heart is hard, and thy Eyes dry, and 
can ſend forth no Tears, every Pore of 
Chriſt's Body does plenteouſly ſend 
forth Tears of Blood. a 

Do. Soodꝶ R or later Sin will pro- 
duce an Agony in the Soul. 

Here let us conſider : 


I. Tur Cauſes of Chriſt's Agony. 
II. Sn that Sin ſooner or later will 


breed an Agony in the Soul. 
III. Usts. 


I. Tur Cauſes of Chriſt's Agony. 

1. HE had a very clear and full Sight 
of all the Sins of all the Elect, from 
the firſt Man that has lived on the 
Earth to the laſt, and felt their full 
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Weight. It was this made him ſo fore 
amazd, as Mark has it: Hear him 
complaining, Pſa/. 40. 13. Mine Iniqui- 
ties have taken hold on me, (that is, his 
People's Sins were become his by way 
of Suretyſhip) ſo that I am not able to 
look up; they are more than the Hairs of 
my Head, therefore my Heart faileth me. 
Turszg werte all laid upon him; 1/a. 
53. 5, 6. The Lord has laid on him the 
Iniquity of us all > The mightieſt and 
molt potent Angel in Heaven, would 


have ſunk under this which now lay on 


the Son of God. It might well be 
ſaid by Luther, that Jeſus Chriſt was, as 
he ſtood under the Imputation of our 
Sins, the greateſt Sinner in the World. 
This is not Luthers Expreflion only, 
but alſo Chryſoſtom's, and ſome of the 
Greek Scholiaſts, that abidge his Works; 


particularly, Theophylaf and Oecumeni- 
is ſay the ſame Thing: When he comes 


again, he ſhal! appear without Sin un- 
to Salvation, but at that Time he was 
to be numbred with Sinners: He looks 
ſo like them whilit he ſtands to anſwer 
tor them, that he was taken for a Sin- 
ner, and Crucihed between two Thieves, 
as if he had been a Captain among 
them. Wullsz 
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Wrirsr thus he ſtands loaded with 
the Guilt of our Sin, as if it had been 
his own, no wonder to hear him cry 
out, My Soul is exceeding. ſorrowful,. even 
unto Death; that is, the Suffering was 
ſuch under which he now was, that had 
not the Divine Nature ſupperted the 
Human, it would have ſunk and died 
at that Time. Bic 

Man had robbed God of his Ho- 
nour, and the Lord Chriſt was deputed 
as the fit Perſon to reſtore it: there- 
fore, Pſal. 69. 4. I reſtor d that which 1 
took not away. Again; He made him to 
be Sin - ab, who knew o Sin. 

2. Hs was under the Curſe of the 
Law, and felt the Wrath of God pour- 
ing in upon his Soul. Hence David 
complains as a Type of him, Pſal. 42. 
8. All thy Waves and Billows have gone 
over me. Every kind of Trouble that 
can alight upon, or is due to the Na- 
ture of Man, hath found me out and 
emptied its force upon me. And ano» 
ther Pſalmiſt in his Name, ſpeaks 
mournful Things indeed; Pſal. 88. 15, 
16. While 1 ſuſfer thy Terrors I am dis 
ſtracted, thy fierce Wrath goes over me, 
thy Terrors have cut me off, He kindly 
under- 
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undertook to take off the Curſe from 
us, and to give us the forfeited Blef- 
fing : But ſee what it coſt him now the 
Curſe. is upon him, Gal. 3 13. This 
was his Hell, being now undcr Fear, 
and Pain, and Sorrow to the uttermoſt : 
There is a Local Hell, but a Vial of 
Divine Wrath pour'd into Conſcience 
would make an Hell in this World. 
O lbjett. Bur Deſpair is part of Hell, 
and Deſpair is Sin: If this had been 
his Hell, he would have defpaired. 
Anſw. 1. Thy Divine Logos or God- 
head gives the Human Nature ſtrength 
to bear all this without Sin, and kept 
| the Man Jeſus from bad and hard 
| Thoughts of God, when under all this 
| | Preſſure. 


2. DzsPain is not neceſſarily includ- 
ed in the Notion of Hell, tho it is the 
conſtant Concomitant of the State of 
damned Souls. The Reaſon of their 
Deſpair is, becauſe they know they 
$f cannot deliver themſelves. But our 
„ Lord and Surety knew he could go 
through all his Suffering, therefore he 

needed not, he could not deſpair un- 

der them, as the Damned that know 

their Caſe to be Hopeleſs and Helpleſs, 
and everlaſtingly ſo. 3. FrAR 
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3. Fra is conſiſtent with the higheſt 
Truſt and Confidence in God; and this 
Confidence Chriſt had at this Time; 

I ſa. 50. 6, 7. I gave my Back to the Smi- 

ters, and my Cheeks to them that plucked off 

the Hair: I hid not my Face from Shame 
and Spitting. For the Lord God will help 
me, therefore I ſhall uot be confounded : 

Therefore have 1 ſet my Face like a Flint, 

and I know that I ſhall not be aſhamed. 

He is near that juſtifieth me. Iſa. 42. 6. 

He ſhall not fail nor be broken. Ver. 6. 

the Father promiſes to hold his Hand 

and keep him. Now tho' he had his 

Father's Promiſe to ſtand by him, he 

might have his Fears as well as we. 

God has ſealed Thee on thy Knees, 

he has ſealed Thee at his Table, and 

yet thou doubteſt again after all the 
publick Seals of Heaven. So Jeſus 

Chriſt fears what if Satan ſhould puſh 

me down into Deſpair, into Diſtruſt, 

or any hard and unbecoming Thought 
of God. If I ſhould commit one Sin 

I ſhould loſe my ſelf and all thoſe Souls 

I have undertaken for, and thoſe that 

are already in Heaven muſt be turned 

out again. 
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Tun Lord Chriſt was aſſured in his 
Baptiſm that he was the Son of God; 
that the Man Jeſus was taken into 
Union with the Second Perſon in Tri- 
nity : Yet when tempted of Satan in 
the Wilderneſs, Satan tries to ſhake 
his Faith in that Point: If thou be the 
Son of God. Satan had got ſome Scent 
of the Matter, that this Perfon was the 
Mefliah ; he look d more like him 
than any Perſon ſince the Promiſe made 
to the Church, of fending him : there- 
fore he will try him, and Satan has 


Power allow'd him to affright him, but 


not to hurt him; and ſimply to fear is 
no Sin; but to fear diſtruſttully, ſo as 
to make us run from God. But all the 
Fears of Chriſt made him but to pray 
the harder, and kept him the more 
cloſe to God: And when thy Fears, 
whoever thou art, have this Effect up- 
on thy Soul, they only tend to ſanctify 
and ſo to ſave thee. 

3. Hz was now ſtruggling with all 


the Powers of Darkneſs and Hell, that 
” fo he might bring back poor Man fallen 


under the Captivity of the Devil. View 
but the mighty Struggle and Combat, 
and you will ceaſe to wonder at his 
Agony 


* 
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Agony and bloody Sweat. He has to 
do with the Enemies of the Church of 
God, that are fierce and untamable ; 
compar'd therefore to Lions and Uni- 
corns, Pſal: 22. 21. The Godly often 
wound themſelves, by attempting that 
in which they can never be ſucceſsful, 
I mean, in fetting themſelves to court 
their Enemies ; not conſidering they 
can never be won. If this had been 
poſſible, the Lord Chriſt, who was 
perfect Purity, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, 
would have done 1t. 775 

Sa rA, in this Combat, comes forth 
like a Giant, or boaſting Goliabh, againſt 
Jeſus Chriſt, and Chriſt faw him pre- 
pare War, tho' the Apoſtles did not ; 
and tells them, John 14. 30. The Prince 
of this World comes, he comes as a 
Challenger ; therefore ariſe, let us go 
hence, I muſt go meet him, the Father 
has order'd me this part of my Work, 
as well as the reſt ; this was the Hour 
wherein all the Powers of Darkneſs 
were let looſe upon him. Now was the 
Serpent bruizing his Heel, according to 
Gen. 3. 15. but Chriſt broke his Head, 
came off a Conqueror, and ſpoiled him 
tor ever. 


4. Axo- 
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4. Axorner Cauſe of his Agony was, 
he was now offering himſelf a Sacrifice 


ro God for us, and this colt him ut- 


moſt Pain and Care; utmoſt Faith and 
Obedience to God : his Natural Powers 
were acted to the higheſt Elevation, as 
were alſo all his Graces ; this was there- 
fore called the Travel of his Soul, Iſa. 
53- 11. For he was now not only to 
make Atonement for our Sin, but alſo 
to prepare ſuch a Righteouſneſs as 
ſhould cover the Imperfections of his 
Pcople's Graces for eyer. 

Is this his Work now, and will not 
Satan do all he can to hinder him in 
it? Is our Father Abraham covenant- 
ing with God? The Fowls came down 
upon. his Sacrifice, and diſturb'd him in 
his Work. Is Nehemiah doing a great 
Work for the Houſe of his God ? then 
Sanballat and Tobiah will oppoſe him. 
Does Joſhua ſtand before the Angel of 
the Lord ? Zech. 3. Satan will come as 
near as poſſibly he can, and fand at his 
Rigli- Hund. Is the Lord Chriſt about 
to make his Soul an Offering for Sin? 
Satan will be ſure to try if he can make 
the Pleaſure of the Lord miſcarry in 
his Hand. Thus Soul! he deals with 
$24 _ thee 
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thee ſtill; thou canſt not flip aſlide, 
tho' with utmoſt Secrecy, to the Throne 
of Grace for a few Minutes, but he will 
eſpy thee, and be at thy Right-Hand, to 
fling in his Diſtra&ions, as ſoon as thou 
art there for Prayer. 


IL. Second Thing is, Sin will, one 
Time or other, breed an Agony 
in the Soul. 
1. SouETIMurs the firſt Convictions of 
Sin are little ſhort of an Agony. It 
is the Spirit's Work to convince of Sin, 
John 16. 8 When there is the Work of 

onverſion, the Spirit's Work of Con- 
viction always goes firſt ; but ſome- 
times Men throw back their Convicti- 
ons: Me will not have this Man to reign 
over u. Again; I have called, and ye 
have refuſed. See the dreadful Conſe- 
quences of this refuſal ; God will laugh 
at your Calamity. 

Ar the beſt! what can the Sinner 

hope to get by ſhifting his Convictions, 
but new Blows ; for if this Man really 
belongs to the Kingdom of God, the 
Spirit will come again, and then his 
Convictions will riſe upon him with 
a redoubled Force; and the Soul cries 

Out 
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out of Abuſes put upon the Spirit of 
God. It is the great Intereſt and Con- 
cern of Souls, then to mind the Spirit's 
Operations on their own Souls. It 
was ſaid of Sampſon, that the Spirit of 
the Lord began to move him at Times 
in the Camp of Dax. There are par- 
ticular Times and Seaſons, wherein 
God ſtands and calls, as he did Samuel; 
God calls thee aloud, God calls thee as 
by Name; ſo {ſtrong thy Convictions are 
upon thee, yet through the Hurry of 
the World, or the Madneſs of the Heart, 
Eccleſ. 2. ſet upon its Luſts, the Spirit's 
Voice is not heard. He may come 
and go diſregarded, and ſo thy Day of 
Grace goes over; for the Spirit will not 
always ftrive with Man, Gen. 6. 3: The 
Summer is ended, Jer. 8. 20. and thou art 
not ſaved. | 

Object. Bur all under Convictions 
have not ſuch dreadful Fears and. Con- 
vulfions as to be called an Agony. 

Anſw. ALL are diſtreſſed to that De- 


gree, that they ſee their Caſe hopeleſs 


in it ſelf, and themſelves utterly un- 
done: They ſee the wide Breaches 
wherein the Wrath of God is coming 


in upon them, as Floods of Water. 


God's 
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God's Wrath lies, in the Senſe of it, 
hard upon them: But God is kind to 
them, and helps them to ſee by Faith, 
that Jeſus Chriſt has born all this Wrath 
due to them, for thoſe that fly for 
Shelter under his Wings; and by this 
ſight Conſcience is quieted, which 
would elſe be in a Rage, and that Rage 
would laſt for ever. Either then, or 
under the after Temptations of Life, 
they are made to cry out, Wo! i me, 
F am undone, Ia. 6. 

2. Ox at Death, when Conſcience 
ſhall be fully awake, or when the Curſe 
of the Law comes to be executed upon 
a Man: Tho' the Threats of the Word 
are not now regarded, yet when the 
Vail is drawn off, - and: the Soul ſees 
clearly into a naked Eternity, and the 
wide and vaſt Ocean of Miſery into 
which it is to be caſt: Who! who can 
expreſs, who can conceive, what the 
Pangs and Agonies of the Sinner will 
be then? O! how confounding, how 
amazing a Proſpe& will thy Sins yield 
thee at ſuch a Time? Then the Sin- 
ners, eſpecially the Sinners in Sion, will 
be afraid, fearfulneſs will ſurprixe the Hy- 
pocrite, And this will be the _ [ 
bro So An- 
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Language of deſpairing and damned 
Souls; Ipo can duell with the devouring 
Fire, who can inhabit everlaſting. Burn- 
ings £ 

Queſt. If ſo! then what is the Rea- 
ſon that the Sinner can fin on with- 
out Fear ? | | 

Anſu. Becauſe he has not a true and 
right Senſe of Sin, nor of the Wrath 
of God threatned againſt all Ungodli- 
neſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men. Souls 
will be ſecure, The young Man dies in his 
full Strength, full, at Eaſe and Quiet. 
They believe Divine Things with an 
Human Faith. True Convictions of 
Sin will not let a Man reſt in that Sate, 
but he will be crying to God to pluck 
his Soul out of a State of Sin, as out 
of deep Waters, in which he is drown- 
Ing. | 


Usxs, Information. 

1. Tross that are moſt dear to God 
may have their Agonies ; the Man Je- 
ſus reliſhes the Heavenly Throne to 
which the Right-Hand of his Father 
hath exalted him ſo much the better, 
for his Agonies on Earth : Let not a- 
ny of us then pleaſe our ſelyes in a 
Fool's 
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Fool's Paradiſe, or dream of an Ex- 
emption from theſe Things. Our Lord 
drank of the Brook in the Way, Pſal. 1 10. 
laſt. but did not drink it all up. Thou 
ſhalt taſte of the bitterneſs of Chriſt's 
Cup, that thou may'ſt have an endear- 
ing Senſe of his Love to thee. Small 
Troubles make ſlight Impreffions, which 
ſoon go off; but thy God by theſe 
Things defigns to make on thy Soul 
laſting Impreſſions of Gratitude and 
Love, ſuch as may hold thro' all the 
Ages of Eternity. 19% 
 Bes1Dzs, you muſt in this Matter 
bear a Conformity to Jeſus Chriſt, thy 
dear and beloved Head, in his dolo- 
rous Sufferings, of which, if thou 
ſhouldſt never taſte, it would be a fign 
that thou art none of his. 11 
2. Ir is no ſmall Matter to make 
Atonement for Sin, and to ſettle Re- 
conciliation between God and Sinners. 
The Meſſiah indeed was to do this, 
and to bring in an everluſting Righteouſ- 
#eſs, Dan. 9. 24. but the ſame Prophet 
tells us, That this moſt glorious Work 
would coſt him his Life in bringing it 
about. He ſhall fall himſelf in raifing 
us. He fhall be cut off, but not for him- 
ſelf. SURELY, 
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** SuntLY, they are with good Reaſon 
accounted Fools that can mock at Sin, 
which has either coſt their Saviour, or 
mult coſt themſelves ſo dear. 

3- Or what Moment and Concern 
it is, that we learn to know Chriſt ; 
the very Life of Religion lies herein ; 
God the Father is ſo pleaſed with the 
Son for his Redemption. Work, that 
now all the Affairs of the Heavenly 
Kingdom ſhall paſs thro' his Hands. 
Every Pardon paſſes through his Hand. 
Every Sinner's Condemnation ſhall be 

pronounced by him ; and that will be 
double Damnition to rhoſe that live 
under the Goſpel, to hear that Sen- 
Lip denounced from their Saviour's 

A | 
Was this the great 3 was this 
the high Ambition of - Chriſt to ſave 
our Souls? Let it, let it then be our 


N. higheſt Ambition to know Chriſt, 1 Cor. 


2. 2, When this is attained, to make 
this our utmoſt Joy and Glory, Phil. 
8 3 8, 9, 10. Doubt leſs, count all Things 
but Loſs: for 'the Excellency of the Know- _ 
ledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, and do count 
them but Dung that I may win Chriſt ; 
_y we e do the Lord Chril an Honour, 


when 
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when we are ſo pleaſed and delighted 
with our Relation to and Intereſt in 
him, that we rejoyce more in the worſt 
Things of Chriſt, than in the beſt of 
this World. When, with the ſame di- 
vine Apoſtle, we glory in the Croſs of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. 6. 14. 

4. Tzxzs Views of the Agonies of 
Chriſt ſhould help our Repentance. T he 
Conſideration of the Sorrow that our 
Sins procured to Chriſt, ſhould raiſe in 
us an holy Indignation againſt Sin, and 
work up our Hearts to take a Revenge 
upon the moſt beloved Sin in our Bo- 
ſoms, and ſettle an eternal Enmity a- 
gainſt, and Hatred of every evil Way. 

O my Soul ! thy Redeemer has well 
deſerved that thou ſhouldſt ſhew very 
warm Reſentments againſt: Sin, and 
that thou ſhouldſt no more afford it a 
Smile for ever. | 
F. Tux View of Chriſt's Agony may 

and ſhould ſtrengthen thy Faith. Jeſus 
Chriſt earneſtly deſires and longs for 
the Salvation of Souls. He does not 
repent of his Undertaking to fave us. 
It he would have dropp'd his Deſign, 
he would have done it when in the 
midſt of his Troubles, not now they 
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are all over; the Pain, the Shame, the 
Sorrows are over; the remainder of 
his Work that is yet behind, is all 
ſweet and delightful. He takes a grea- 
ter Pleaſure in calling Souls; he takes a 


greater Pleaſure in ſeeing thoſe that are 


called come in, and flying as in haſte, 
and as Doves to their Windows. 
6. Tunis ſhould alſo inflame thy Love. 
O!] at what a mighty rate did the Lord 
Chriſt love thy Soul, that all theſe Wa- 
ters, theſe bitter Waters could not 
quench it. He ſuffer d, ſays an Ancient, 
all theſe Evils, that we might be delivered 
from all theſe Evils. | 

Hz fell on his Face, that we might 
lift up ours to God. He could not 
ſtand in the Garden, that we might 
ſtand in Judgment. He quakes and 
trembles, that we might be bold and 
undaunted at God's Bar. He was a- 
fraid of God as a Judge, that we might 
have full Confidence in him as a Fa- 
ther. He drank the Dregs of God's 
Anger, that we may have the Sweet- 
neſs of his Love. O! how ſhould we 
with Paul, Gal. 2. 20. love him, who 
thus, even thus, as has been ſaid, loved 
us, and gave himſelf for u. His Pain 
TIN was 
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was our Eaſe, his Trouble our Peace, 
his Sorrow but the Price of our Joy; in 
2 word! he had the Curſe, that we 
might inherit the Bleſſing. He had his 
dying Agonies, that we miſerable Crea- 
tures, when we come to our laſt Hour, 
may look to him and beretreſhed. 


Ussx II. Conſolation. 

1. J:sus Chriſt knows now how to 
ſymparhize with thee in all thy ſpirt- 
tual Agonies of Temptation. He that 
has ſuffer'd by being tempted, knows 
how, experimentally, and by a Fel- 
low-feeling, to ſuccour them that are 
tempted. 

2. Dosr thou complain thy Humi- 
lation 1s too ſcanty, thy Sorrow for Sin 
does not run deep as it ſhould : It is 
too true! for who can mourn, as the 
Caſe requires; but remember, Soul ! to 
ſet Chriſt's deep and bitter Agonies 
againit the Siightings and ſhallow 
Floods of thy Grief; He i made over 
70 u, Miſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santlification, 
and Redemption. 

3. Couxokr to us in Death. It may 
be thou mayeſt have no Fear or Sor- 
row in thy Death, 3 Mr. Robert Bolton 
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ſaid to his dying Friend, Truly the 
7 greateſt Pain I feel is, your cold Hand. 
11 And why ? for Chriſt's Death has diſ- 
arm'd Death for ever. He had ſo hard 
2 Death that we might have an eaſy 
31 one, full of Peace and Joy in God. 

He had Horror that we might have a 
comfortable Aflurance. His People do IS: 
not feel ſuch Agonies in Death, as he BG 
| did: And no wonder! he died under Ifli 
110 the Curſe, that they might lie down in 


their Graves under the Bleſſing. ſec 
fic 
Usz III. for Caution. hi 


Sour |! make no more a Mock of Sin: Si 
it is as if thou ſhouldſt throw Fire- hi 
brands this way, and that way, and Inc 
ſay, Am not I in Sport? ſid 

Posr thou ſay this Sin is a little one? Ine 
Dolt thou begin to take up ſlight Iſp: 
Thoughts of Sin? Go to Mount Oli- 
vet, behold thy Saviour there tremb- 
ling in the Garden one while, or roll- 
ing himſelf in the Duſt another while; 
and let ſuch Meditations as theſe check 
the ſlight Thoughts of Sin. 

Taxxz have been many Inſtances of 
Þ || God's Wrath againſt Sin in all Ages of 
36 the World. 
3 Tux 
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Tur Flood upon the Old World. 

Tur Deſtruction of Sodom and . Go- 
morrah. | 

Tus Deſolation of Jeruſalem, the 
holy and once beloved City. 

Tux Rejection of the Jewiſh Nation. 

Bur nothing ſo ſets out the Evil of 
Sin, as the Sufterings of the Son of 
God, thus ſmitten of God, and ai- 
flicted. 

Cax RV it well to Chriſt, that he may 
ſee the Travel of his Soul and be ſatiſ- 
fed. This is ſome Recompence to 
him. He will take this kindly from thee. 
Sin no more, for Sin ſtill will reach 
his Heart, and put him to Grief, tho' 
now upon his Throne of Glory. Be- 
ſides ! it will make an Agony of Dark- 
neſs in thy own Soul, and ſpoil all thy 
ſpiritual Comforts. 
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SERMON II. 


Luke xxii. part of Ver. 44. 


And being in an Agony, be 9 more 
earneſily. 


E are now come to conſider 
the ſecond Thing in the 
Words, (that is) our Lord's 
Deportment or Carriage under his 
» Agony. Where, 
1. He continues to pray. Prayer was 


ever needful to our Lord in the Days 
of his Fleſh, but eſpecially when in the 


Lion's Mouth, and between the Horns 
of the Unicorn, Pſal. 22. 21. and it will 
be ever needful for us. We let our 
Trouble make too deep an Imprefiion 
when our Spirits are overwhelm'd by 
it, and we are unfitted and deadned to 
Prayer; for if we look to Creatures, 


they are full of Diſappointments ; and 


in many Caſes, we have no Relief but 
by Prayer. 
2. He prayd more carneſtly. He 
did not leave off Prayer through BY 
u 
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ſtruſt of God's help; he prays, but his 
Sorrow and Trouble does not preſently 
go off, but they riſe and encreaſe upon 
him: And as his Trouble riſes higher 
and higher, ſo does his Faith in Prayer. 
Look ! thus our firſt Parents fell by 
Ve their Faith failing them; for as the Temp- 
tation role upon them, ſo their Faith, 
Gen z. ſunk under it. So on the other 
er | hand, ſince the Surety was to atone tor 
he | this Unbelief, and to give God greater 
Sat. sfact ion and Pleaſure by his Faith 
is than he had receivd Diſpleaſure from 
their Unbelict ; therefore now as the 
as Temptation in his Agony riſes and, 
ys | grows upon him, ſo his Faith riſes and | 
he | grows {till higher and higher under it. 
ns Now his Trouble preſs'd him to ſore, 
in that he could not refrain himſelt (as 
ur Joſeph his Type alſo could not) but 
on! roars out for very Anguiſh of Spirit 
by (Soul: Sin will not always be a light. 
to thing) as the Pſalmiſt long ago fpake in 
es, his Name, Pfal. 22. 1. Why art then fo 
nd tar from helping me, and from the Words 
ut Am Roaring ? Pal. 38. 8. I bawe roared 
by reaſon of the Diſquietueſs of my Hearr. 
Te Queſt. Wnar was the Cauſe of it ? 


uit ! B 3 Anſu. 
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* A vioLext Fear of falling in- 
to Sin ; leſt he ſhould be driven thro' 
the Strength of his Temptations, into 
a Diſtruſt of God; into hard and in- 
decent Thouglits of God. We may 
fear Sin without Sin; had Adam done 
ſo, he had not fallen. Fear preſerv'd 
Jeſus Chriſt from falling, Fear made 
him to pray, and upon Prayer God 
ſent him help. 


Queſt. 2. Bur was not this below the 


Dignity of the Son of God ? 


Auſw. Tris was part of his Humi- 
liation for us. He, as our Surety, mult 
put himſelf into that Miſery from which 
he would free us. We had made our 
ſelves liable to everlaſting Wrath, and 
mult have roard for ever in the Flames 
of Hell; therefore the Lord Chriſt, to 
deliver us from this, roars under this 
Wrath for a ſhort Time, that thou 
mighteſt not roar under it to all Eter- 

nity. 

Def. Souris under the orcateſt Di- 
ſtreſs are then principally to keep up 
the praying Hind. The greatnels of 
our Diſtreſs is not to damp our Pray- 
ers, but to render our Prayers the more 
earneſt, : 

1 


__— ä 


in the GARDEN, 31 


T wovulD ſhew, 

I. Trar the choiceſt Saints may be 
in great Diſtreſs, and excceding low in 
their Spirits. 

II Ar ſuch Times they are to be the 
more earneſt in Prayer. 

III. Us Es to the whole. 


„* 


I. Tn choiceſt Saints may, at Times, 
be in great Diſtreſs, and exceeding low 
in their Spirits. 

Queſt, 1. How low ? 

Anſw. 1. So as to feel nothing of the 
Operations of the Spirit of God in 
themfelves ; none of his Breathings in 
their Souls. Theſe were all ſtop'd in 
Aſa, 2 Chron. 16. when he oppreſs'd the 
People, perſecuted the Prophet, ſought 
to the Phyſicians, not to God, when 
under the Gout; Pſal. 51. 11. David 
prays, Caſt me not away from thy Preſence, 
aud take not thy Holy Spirit from me. He 
could not, at that time, feel any of the 
Workings of the Spirit in his Heart, 
and therefore fear d he was leaving him. 

2. So low as not to perceive the leaſt 
glimmering of Comfort, Iſai. 50. 10. 
He that walks ia Darkneſs and ſees no Light, 
yet let him truſt in the Name of the Lord 

B 4 and 


32 CuHrIs T's Agony 


and ſtay upon his God. Thy Grace, thy 
Faith may be ſo ſmall as to yield no 
Light to others, or Heat to thy ſelf, 
yet Jeſus Chriſt will not caſt off Souls 
thus weak, Mat. 12. 20. He will not 
quench the ſmoaking Flax; there may poſ- 
ſibly be nothing in thy Heart but 
Smoak. The ſmoaking Wick of a Can- 
dle has neither Light nor Heat ; with 
this a Man will not bear, but caſts ir 
away, and treads it under his Feet ; 
but Jeſus Chriſt will bear with ſuch, and 
in that it is ſaid, He will not quench it, 
the Meaning is, he will enkindle it. A- 
gain! if thy Grace be true, tho' very 
weak, he will cheriſh it; and thou 
may '{t know it is true, by thy Hun- 
grings and Thirſtings after more, if it 
cries for Increaſe ; the leaſt Spark of 
Fire will aſcend, and ſo the leaſt Mea- 
ſure of Grace ſhews it ſelf by aſpiring, 
and longing, and praying for more. 

Quzjt. 2. Bur why docs God ſuffer 
Diltreſs to lay the Spirits of his Peo- 
ple ſo low? 

Anſw. 1. Fox his own Glory. Thus 
he humbles and conquers the Spirits of 
Men, and by ſo doing, fits them for 
his Service. What was the peeviſh Son 


of 
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of Amittai good for till he had been in 
the Belly of Hell? Jonah 2. 2. A Man 
whoſe Spirit has never becn broken by 
the Spirit of God, by the Word, or by 
Afflictions, or bruiſed by fore Temp- 
tations, cannot walk with God, be- 
cauſe he cannot lay aſide the natura! 
Pride of his Heart; for 'tis required 
in order to this, that he humble him— 
felf, Micah 6. 8. (as 'tis in the Origi- 
nal) to walk with his God ; till this 
is done, he accounts every ſelf-denying 
Act of Obedience a Diſgrace to him, 
tho' that kind of Obedience is moſt ac- 
ceptabie to God. 

2. Fok their own Advantage to pre- 
pare and fit them to receive Mercy 
from God; who could have ſuſpected 
that the Woman of Canaan was a Fa- 
vourite, when the was ſo brow-beaten 
by our Lord? The poor diſtrefled Wo- 
man comes into the Honſe where he 
was, to petition for her Daughter, he 
immediately leaves the Room upon it; 
ſhe follows him upon the Way, and 
Cries after him; he tells her, He is not 
ſent to ſuch Dogs as ſbe; all this time, all 
the meaning of this rough Treatment 
was to prepare her tor the Mercy the 

B 5 want- 
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wanted, and he deſigned to give her. 
We would indeed receive this new 
Wine in our old Veſſels, but the Lord 
knows that our Mercies and Spiritual 
Comforts will ſo be defiled, and will 
not keep. 

3. For the ſake of others, to make 
them Ornaments and right Patterns of 
Grace and Holineſs ; as in the Caſe of 
Job of Aſaph, and mournful Heman. Ne- 
ver any Man was laid lower than He- 
inan, or can be, unleſs in Hell it ſelf ; 
yet this Man when almoſt ſunk, roſe 
again above Water, and lives for ever. 
God deſigned Job ſhould be a Pattern 
of ſuffering Affliction and of Patience; 
never any Profeſſor before him, never 
any after him had the like Tryals, and 
God placed him in the midſt of theſe, 
that as a Diamond well ſer gives the 
better Luſtre, ſo Job's Patience on the 
Dunghil might be the more conſpicu- 
ous to all Beholders : God would in 
that Inſtance ſhew and convince Men, 
that it was poſſible for a Man to love 
God, and keep up very honourable 
Thoughts of him in the midſt of the 
harſheit Sufferings of this Life. God 
will in every Age have ſome bright 

and 
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33 
and excellent Patrerns for Imiration ; 
and if we cannot ſet ſuch to others, it 
will be our Happineſs if we can follow 
thoſe that are ſet to ns. 

For ſuch Reaſons as theſe, God thus 
is pleaſed to deal with the Spirits of 
his People, and to-bring them into deep 
Diſtreſs. Let me offer this ſhort Refle- 
Gion by the way, and I will diſmiſs 
this Head; then let none cenſure o- 
thers, or think hardly of their Spiritual 
State, becanfe of great Afflictions and 
Temptations that beſet them round a+ 
bout, Luke 13. Think you that thoſe Ga- 
lilæuns were Sinners above all Men becauſe 
they ſuffered ſuch Things, I tell you, nay ; but 
except you repent, you ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 

II. TrixG, that Believers in the 
deepeſt Diſtreſs ſhonld keep up the 
praying Hand; as Troubles riſe, ſo 
ſhould Prayer. | 

1. Gor hears ſuch, they cannot ſink 
ſo low but God can hear them, Pſal. 
192. as the Title ſhews, 1s a Prayer 
dictated for ſuch as are over-whelmed 
in Spirit, v. 17. He will regard the Prayer 
of the Deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their Pray- 
er. Jonah cries to God ont of the Bel- 
ly of Hell, and is heard; Daniel in the 

Dun- 
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Dungeon cries, and God regards him. ing 
and 
can 


Alx thy Troubles are from God to 
drive thee to God, Hſea 5. laſt. Again, 
James 5. 13. Is any ajflitted, let him pray; 
when they are ſanctiſied and have ob- 
tained their End, they will go off, - as 
Job's Afflictions alſo did. 

2. Tur Caſe cannot be hopeleſs ſo 
long as there is a Mediator and Dayſ- 
man to lay his Hand on God and 
Sinners. 

Object. 1. Bur there is more Sin than 
Grace in my Prayer. 

Anſw. So there is in the Prayer of 
the beſt Man on Earth. So there was 
in that Prayer of Elias which was ſo 


n effectual, that it could ſhut Heaven and 
open it at pleaſure, 


James 5. 17, 18. 
Elias was a Man ſubject to like Paſſions 


uit; the Apoſtle inſtanceth in this, 


becauſe the Godly fo oft wound them- 
ſelves by their own Paſſions, unhinge 
and diſtune their Spirits for Prayer ; 
now he takes occafion to ſuggeſt this 
comfortable Truth, that a Believer's 
Paſſions do not wholly ſpoil his Pray- 


ers. Thy Sins of Infirmity ſhall not 


ſtop the Acceptation of. thy Prayers. 
The Prayers of a godly Man be- 


ing 
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#7 
ing formed and endited by the Spirit, 
and perfumed and preſented by Chriſt 
cannot miſcarry. 

Use, Exhottation. 

Ler us fix our Eyes on the Pattern 
our Lord hath ſet us thus far as we 
have gone, for Jcſus Chriſt was in all 
Points tempted like as ue are, Sin only ex- 
cepted. Thcretore, wonder not at thy 
Tentations, wonder not at thoſe Doubts 
and Fears that are apt to make ſuch 
Impreſſions on thee, as to fink thy Spi- 
rit when they throng in upon thee, for 
the whole Nation of Believers is ac- 
quainted with theſe Things. Look to 
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his Example then, Heb. 12. 2, 3. Loo 

unto Jeſus; again, v. 3. Confider hini that © 
endureth the Contradic tion ¶ Sinners againſt © 
himſelf, leſt ye be wearied and faint in uur 
Minds, and let us arm our ſelves, 1 Pet ff 


4. 1. with the ſame Mind. 
1. His Patience was unconquerable 


in all Things that befell him in the 


Days of the Fleſh. Whatever he bore 
from God and Man, he made no noiſy 
Complaints, as Joſeph alſo a Type of 
him did not ; without doubt, that ho- 
ly Patriarch was not ſo far wanting to 


himſelf as to be wholly filent, when 
ne 
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he ſuffered as he did from Potiphar and 
his Wife; but his Complaints were not 
recorded, that he might be the more 
fit and proper Type of the Son of God 
under his greateſt Clouds, of whom 7- 
faiah ſays in ch. 42. 2. He ſhall not ſtrive, 
nor cry, nor cauſe his Voice io be heard in 
the Streets, but with a quiet and reſigned 
Will followed God in all his Sufferings, 
1 Pet. 2. 21, 22. Jeſus Chriſt has lift us 
an Example, that we ſhould follow his Steps, 
who when he was revited, reviled not a- 
gain; when he ſuffered he threatned not, 
but committed himſelf to him that judgeth 
righteoufly. 

2. Brholp his Faith and Truſt in 
God in the midſt of all; ſee how ear- 
ly the Life of Faith began in him, 
Pſal. 9, 10. Thou didſi make me hope when 
I was upon my Mother s Breaſts : I was 


caſt upon thee from the Num: Thou art 


my God from my Mother's Belly. 

His whole Life was a Life of De- 
pendance, [/ai. 50. 7, 8. on God as well 
as ours, Atts 2.13 and thus he finiſhes 
his Life. All the Deriſions of his E- 
nemies could not ſhame him from his 
Dependance and Fruit in God, Pſal. 
22. 8. with Mat. 27. 43. 
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3. BRHorp him in his Prayer, his 
fervency and earneſtneſs ſhames our 
deadneſs and woful formality. Elias 
was ſaid to pray in Prayer, James 5. 
17. ſo does every godly Man (that is) 
his Heart is in it, Pſal, 12. 1. his 
Prayer comes not out of feigned Lips. What 
is Formality, but when the Heart 1s 
not in the Duty? Pſal. 78. 36. they 


flattered him with their Lips, and lied to 


him with their Tongues ; but in ſome Sin 
ot other, Pſal. 66. 18. A godly Man 
hnds his Prayer in his Heart, not in 
his Lips only. 1 Chion. 17. 25. Therefore 
hath thy Servant found in his Heart to pray 
before thee. 

Tur higher his Troubles roſe, the 


higher the Spirit of Prayer rofe, it 


ſhouid do ſo in us likewiſe. Therefore 

4. Pray conſtantly, pray earneſtly, 
pray unweariedly and without fainting, 
Job 27. 10. Will the Hypocrite delight 
himpelf in the Almighty?” Will he always 
call upon God? It there be no Delight 


in God, there will be a caſting him off 


one time or other. Pharoah may pray 
in a fright, and Jonah's Mariners ; but 
when the Afﬀrightment is over, the 
Prayer 1s over, Pray without fainting. 

Help 
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Help does not come to Day, it may 
come to Morrow, Luke 18. 1. Thou 
ſtandeſt on the Banks of Jordan out of 
the reach of the deep Waters, at a di- 
ſtance from Temptation; pray then 
that God would not lead thee into 
Temptation, for if we are tempted we 
always Sin, fo far as left to our ſelves. 
Art thou-in Temptation, pray that the 
Spirit of God would check it, that it 
be nor too itrong for thee; pray that 
he would deliver thee from the Evil 
ot it, that it may prove an Ordinance 
to ſanctity thee. 

More particularly, 

1. Do not run from God as our firſt 
Parents did, Gen. 3. but pray. To run 
from God in thy Trouble, is to run 
from Heaven into Hell. Do not de- 
ſpair with Judas, but pray. Had that 
Traitor come to Chriſt and ask'd him 
forgiveneſs, Chriſt would have forgiven 
him. 

WHITHER wilt thou run, to the 
World? David found by Experience, 
they would not regard his Soul, Pſal. 
142. 4, 5. They will leave thee when 
they have ſerved themſelves of thee. 
It thou arr true to God, he will never 

leave 
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leave thee, Heb. 13. If God does not 
help, the World cannot. Job 9. 13. If 
God does not withdraw his Hand, the proud 
Helpers ſhall ſtoop under him. 

Do not fret, but pray. Prov. 19. 3. 
The fooliſhneſs of Man perverteth his Way, 
and his Wart jrets againſt the Lord. Naas 
man is in a Rage, 2 Kings 5. Jehoram 
will wait on God no longer, 2 Kings 
6. laſt. 

Do not run to the Devil, as Saul to 
the Witch at Endor. Do not run to the 
Sorcerer, to the Sieve and Sheers. Thou 
art under a Promiſe, Pſal. 15. 15. Call 
upon me in a Day of Trouble, I will help 
thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me. Pray, tho' 
never ſo unworthy; the more ſenſible 
of thy Unworthineſs, the more near to 
Mercy. So the good and humble Cen- 
turion found by Experience. So the 
Publican that durſt not look up to the 
holy Oracle, went home juſtified. The 
Prodigal was aſham d to ſee his Father; 
but the Father bids him Welcome, and 
talls on his Neck, and kifles him. Pray 
then, only remember to come in Chriſt's 
Name to the Throne of Grace, Heb. 4. 
16. then thou may 't come boldly, as 
it thou hadſt no Sin. 
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Prar ! altho' thou ſay'ſt I have not 
the Spirit of Prayer. I cannot pray 
for the Working of the Heart after God 
is Prayer. Such was Jonah's, Chap. 2. 
2. ſuch was 4ſaph's, Pſal. 77. 1,4. What 
tho' thon haſt more Smoak than Flame 
in thy Prayer! nay, tho' it be all Smoak 
and no Flame, that we have in our 
Prayers: He that preſents our Prayers 
to God, he has Flame, he has Incenſe 
enough, who ſtands at the Golden 
Altar of Interceſſion, and offers up the 
Prayers of all the Saints. 

Tnov haſt no Sweetneſs in Prayer 
like Hezekiah. Iſa. 38. 14. Like à Crane 
or a Swallow, fo did I chatter. Then, at 
ſuch Times, pray in Obedience to 
| God ;. thou thalt gain Eaſe, if not full 
Deliverance. 1 Sam. 1. 18. Hanua was 
no more ſad; thou ſhalt thus throw oft 
thy Load. 1 Pet. 5. 7. Caſt thy Burden 
upon the Lord, Our Prayers are very 
often molt acceptable to the Lord when 
leaſt ſweer to our ſelves. 
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SERMON III. 


„ 


Luke xxii. 43. 


And there appeared an Angel unto him 
from Heaven, ſtrengthening him. 


Come now to the Third Thing in 
I the Words; The ſtrengthening. 

Angel that came to him in his 
Agony. Where, 

1. Wno was it that came? Anſw. An 
Angel. All the Angels in Heaven, even 
the Higheſt were his Servants, Heb. 1. 
13. But this is an Inſtance of his Hu- 
miliation, that he accepted Help from 
the Hand of his Servant, Heb. 2. 7. with 
9. For a little while, and in this Mat- 
ter, while he is receiving ſtrength from. 
an Angel, he is lower than they. 

His Apoſtles he had treated with ſo 
much Love and Tenderneſs, neglect 
him: One betrays him, another denies 
him; they all forſake and abandon 
him: And when thy Relations or near 
Friends ſo deal with thee, that thou 
mayeſt not be over- much afflicted, re- 

| member! 


— 


44 Cuxi _ Aron 


We. member! thus thy Lord was dealt with 
by his: And it will drop Balm upon 
* thy Spirit. His Diſciples, alas! were 
ſo far from comforting him, that they 
really added to his Burden by their 
Sloath and Drowſineſs. But if Earth 
ep him Comfort, Heaven will give 

; he ſhall be comforted by an Angel. 
% when his People need Comfort, they 
ſhall have it one way or other. When 
one way of Communication is ſhut up, 
then God will open an other. Soul! 


When thou haſt leaſt Comfort from 


Earth, then expect the more from 
Heaven. We may generally obſerve 


this, where Human Help ceaſes, Divine 


begins. 


2. From whence? | Anſw, A Purpoſe | 


Meſſenger from Heaven. This carries 
in it more Honour, and alſo more 
Comfort ; for now Jeſus Chriſt ſees he 
is ſt ill bis Father's Care. 


Tur Angels, as Menial Scrvants, 


were ever with him from his Birth, and 
were under a very ſtrict Charge to look 


after their Lord, the Meſſiah (as Nox, 


blemens Servants have Orders to: wait 


on their young Lord which wayieyer i 
he goes) Pſal. 91, And keep him Le, 
bil 
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12 Mays. But then they were with 
| | him as with us, inviſibly. But this 
Angel appeared (that is) came in a vi- 

able Shape, as Nr. Lightfoot ſuppoſes, 
that Satan did appear to Chriſt in a 
| B moſt frightful and terrifying: Shape, 
: | looſe from all his Chains, with full 
leave to try all his Force upon the Sa- 
viour of the World. 
| 3. Uron what Account this Angel 
was ſent from Heaven? Anſu. It was 
to ſtrengthen the God of Angels. 

Strange and wonderful Conduct of a 
wiſe God! He had ſpent his — 
in his Father's Service, Iſai. 49. 4. for 
Nature was juſt now diſſolving in a 
wortal Sweat; God ſtands by him ac- 
cording to his Promiſe in the Redemp- 
tion Covenant, Iſai. 42. 4, 6. 49. 8. 
50. 7 es 89. 21, 22, 23, 24. 
Bur how could an Angel 

Wes el the God of Angels? 

| Ano. 1. Hz might lift him up from 
the Ground whereon he lay, and wipe 
off his bloody Sweat. 1 
2. Hs ſtrengthens him by comforting 
him, for Comforts always ſtrengthen; 
therefore we are obliged to carry it 
wall to the Godly, and to comfort 
0 them, 
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them, becauſe by thus doing we ſtreng- 
then them for Service; and on the o- 
ther Hand, we may not comfort the 
Wicked, becauſe ſo doing, we ſhould 
really ſtrengthen their Hands in Sin. 


Bur ſtill the Queſtion remains un- 


anſwered, How did he comfort him ? 

Anſw. By drawing out the Word of 
of God to him in his need. 

1. Hp ſhews him the Counſels of 
Heaven ; lays before him the Orders 
of his Father, that he ſhould go on 
with his Redemption Work ; ſo. Moſes 
and Elias, the Law and the Prophets, 
Luke 9. 31. and this Angel ſays the 
ſame with them, for holy Angels ne- 
ver contradict the Word of God, but 
always confirm it; If an Angel from 
Heaven preach any other than the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, he is not an Angel from Hea- 
ven, but a revolted Angel in the form 
of a Celeſtial Inhabitant. 

2. Br drawing out the Promiſes of 
God, that he would indeed ſtand by 
him, as he had told him often; but Je- 
ſus Chriſt now in his Tentation needs 
ro be told it again. He fears not 
Death ſo much as finning in Death, 
and ſinking under the Weight of his 

c Work, 
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Work, Ad, 5. 7. now God delivers 
him from theſe his violent Fears, and 
aſſures him again by this Angel, That 
he ſhould be ſurely carried thro his 


Work, and ſave both himſelf and his 


People alſo. 

. Hz ſets before him what great 
Glory he would bring to God by this, 
as alſo what unſpeakable Joy would 
redound to himſelf, Heb.1 2. 2. This was 
the Joy ſet before him there, for which 
he endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the 
Shame. What Joy to all the Angels in 
Heaven, and Saints both in Earth and 
Heaven ; and that not one of them all 
ſhould come to put on his Robes of 
Glory, but he ſhould aſcribe all to 
Chriſt as his Redeemer, and ſhould 
ling with high Affections to all Eter- 
nity ; Zo! ai. 25. 8, 9. this is our God, 


we have waited for him, and he will ſave 


us ; This is the Lord, ue bade waited for 
him, we will be glad and rcjoyce in his 
Salvation. | 

Doct. Ir. other Means be wanting, 
God will ſend an Angel from Heaven 


on purpoſe, rather than his People 
ſhould faint in their Agonies. 


Me- 
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Method. £ 

I. As Chriſt had his Agonies, ſo 
ſhall his People have theirs. 

II. Bur God will no more leave 
them in their Agonies, than Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf. 

III. Arprr the whole. 


I. As Jeſus Chriſt had his Agonies, 
ſo ſhall his People have theirs. Thoſe 
whom God loves beſt, ſhall have their 
Agonies. 1 oe 

Oueſt. Wurd are Souls in an Agony? 

Anſw. Wurd inward Tentations and 
outward Afflictions meet, and ſo preſs 
in upon us, that we are upon the Bor- 
ders of Deſpair ; ſo that the Hour of 


Temptation is the Hour of our Agony. 
And notwithſtanding the Tenderneſs of 


Divine Love, God will not exempt his 
People from theſe. 

1. Sou feel an Agony in their firſt 
Convictions, they ſee Sin and what it 


has made them obnoxious to; they feel 


ſome Sparks of the Wrath of God in 
their Conſciences ; they ſee themſelves 
condemn'd by the Law, and Hell ready 
open to receive em, and are crying 

7 out, 
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out, Hypo ſhall dwell with devouring Fire? 
yo ſhall inhabit everlaſting Burning? 

2. Tux RRE are particular Times and 
Seaſons of Temptation in Life, that 
bring us into Agony, Rev. 3. 10. When 
Satan is hurrying of us, and God 
ſtands aloof from our Souls. When 
our Trials and Sorrows, whatever they 
are, go to our very Heart, as Abraham's 
did, when requird not only to yield 
up his Iſaac, but to ſacrifice him, and 
that too with his own Hand ; and as 
Paul alſo did, 2 Cor. 1. 9. when he was 
dreſs *'d above Meaſure, and deſpair d even 
of Life. 

3. Dearn is coming on apace; and 
however we eſcape before, yet then we 
:xpect it. Satan had Power to bruiſe 

hriſt's Heel; that is, his Humanity, 
to take away all worldly Comforts 
rom him, to vex his People that ſtill 
are left upon the Earth; and all this 
principally at his Death : fo at ours we 

uſt expect the Prince of this World 
will come. 

Br the Prince of the World under- 
and the grand Devil, the Head of the 
evolted Angels: The managing the laſt 
Lemptation againſt 8 Lord was not 


con- 
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committed to one of the Leſſer or In- 
ferior Devils, but the great Chief him- 
ſelf comes: Darkneſs breeds Horror, 
therefore he firſt darkens the Field of 
Battle, Mat. 27. 45. and being well 
prepar d with the beſt Troops of his 
Empire, tries to overthrow our Lord in 


his laſt and dying Hour, againſt whom! 


he could not prevail all his Life long. 
Thus he may lay his Deſigns alſo a- 
gainſt you and me. Let us expect and 
look for the worſt at laſt, John 14. 30. 

Queſt. Way will not God ſpare his 
People from theſe ? 

Anſw. 1. Becavss they are but Tri- 
als of their Graces. All Temptations 
are no more than ſo ; whereby God is 
pleas'd to try our Faith. 1 Pet. 1. 7 
The Trial of our Faith is more preci- 
ous than Gold. Obſerve! he does not 
ſay our Faith, but the Trial of our 


Faith is more precious than Gold: 


Clear Evidences of Heaven are more 
worth than the beſt and fineſt Gold: 


and the Trial of our Faith tends to 


clear up our Evidences for us. They 
are Trials of our Love; Deut. 13. 3. 


Thou ſhalt not hearken to the Words oi 


a falſe Prophet, For the Lord your Gu 
prove 
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proves you, to kuow. whether you love the 


Lord your God with all your Heart, and 
with all your Soul. So he tries Job, 
whether he could love. a Taking as 
well as Giving God. He commonly 
tries us, as he did our Father Abraham, 


that is, in our Iſaac's, and that which 
is moſt dear to us, Gen. 22. And till 


we are thus try'd, neither we our 
ſelves, nor the World, knows what our 
Strength is. But by theſe things Men 
make a right Eſtimate of ns, and we 
learn to take a true Meaſure of our 
ſelves. 

2. Thar the Lord Jeſus Chriſt might 
triumph over Satan, as in his own Per- 
ſon, ſo in his Members. Rom. 16. 20. 
He ſha!l tread Satan, not under Chriſt's - 


but under Your Feet ſhortly : as alſo 


to make their Crowns the brighter, 
when they Hall put them on in the 


| upper World. 


3. Thar he might ſanctify his Peo- 


| ple. His People muſt bear a Confor- 


mity to his Son, Rom. 8. 29. in Holi- 
neſs; and in order to that, they muſt 


| be tempted like as he was. Paul was 
lo diſgracd and vilify'd in the World 
F (tho' full of the high Eſteem and Re- 


G 3 ſpect 
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ſpect of the Church of God at the ſame 

ime) that he was become Dead to 
the World, and had little, very little of 
his own Will left. Beſides! theſe Trou- 
bles going ſo deep, reconcile his People 
the more to Death, and make them 
long for Heaven. 2 Cor. 5. 2, 3, 4. In 
this we groan earneſtly, defiring to be cloath- 
ed upon with our Houſe, which is from 
Heaven. See the Reaſon of this, Verſe 
4. We groan, being burdened. The Bur- 
dens that are on us on Earth, make us 
look up to Heaven. 

Object. Bur God has ſaid in Mal. 3. 
17. He will ſpare them as a Man ſpares 
his Son that ſerveth him. 

Anſw. So he does, as his Love mo- 
derates thò things for them. Iſa. 27. 
8. In Meaſure when it ſhooteth forth, thou 
wilt debate with it; he ſtayeth his rough 
Wind in the Day of his Eaſt Wind. 

AAN: He ſpares them in theſe their 
Conflicts, tho' not from them; for that 
would be to their Loſs, their extream 


Loſs. | 


II. Gop will not leave his People in 
their Agonies. 26.8” M 


* 7 


1. Hz 


in the GARDEN. 53 


. ˙ A 


8 1. Hz has appear'd for others in their 
o Þ Diſtreſs. Daniel's Prayer was anſwer'd 
of by an Angel, Dan. 9. 21. You may re- 
u- | member Joſeph when in ſuſpence what 
le to do, had a winged Meſſenger diſ- 
Mm patch'd on purpoſe from Heaven, Mat. 
J. 20. 

2. He will not leave us neither, but 
will moderate our Tentations. 1 Cor. 
ſe 1. 13. And not ſuffer us to be tempted 
I- | above what we are able, Or he will 
US | ſtrengthen thee in it. Pſal. 138. 3. In 

the Day when I cryed thou didſt anſuer me, 
3 Þ and didſi ſtrengthen me with Strength in 
ny Soul. He will be ſure to be with 
thee in it; Iſa. 63.9. In all their Mlicti- 
ons he was afflicted, and the Angel of his 
7. Preſence ſaved them. The grearer thy 
Tryals are, the greater the Preſence of 
20 God will be with thee in it: 1 Pet. 4. 
a 13, 14. at ſuch Times the Spirit of Glory 
ir and of God reſts upon you. They that 
ar Þ ſuffer moſt for and with Chriſt in this 
World, ſhall have moſt Glory with him 
4 the World to come. But alas! alas! 
Mis we believe not, and therefore 
mourn when we ſhould rejoice. 


* 


Ir 1 8 Usx 


| 
| 
| 


—— > 6 


54 CHRIST'S Agony 


Usz I. of Reproot. 

Turin Folly ſha'l, I ſay, or their 
Madneſs is reprovd by this, who 
think they were born for Play and 
Paſtime, that were made with Levia- 
than, to {port in the Waters, and never 
count of, never think of an Hour of 
Temptation. Whereas our Lord's Suf- 
ferings were ever in his Thoughts: 1 


hade a Baptiſm to be baptized with, and 


how am I ſtraitned till it be accompliſhed ? 


 Uss II. for Inſtruction. 

i. AT ſuch Times Souls ſhould be 
much in Prayer: Our Agonies conti- 
nue ſo long, becauſe we pray no more. 


Faith muſt not ſtart at the Contradicti- 


ons of Providence, but lean upon the 
the Word, and wait. It 1s fit God 
ſhould be waited. on: P/al. 37. 7. Reſt in 
the Lord, and watt patiently for him and 
this will, at laſt, have Succeſs. P/. 4. 1, 2. 
I waited patiently for the Lord, and he in- 
clined unto me, and heard my Cry. He 
brought me up alſo out of an horrible Pit, 
out of the miry Clay, and ſet my Feet upon 
a Rock, and eſtabliſh'd my Goings. 
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2. Ar ſuch Times, Soul! thou art to 
look to Chriſt, who by his experimental 

ir Þ Knowledge of what we feel, has his 

10 þ Heart entended towards, and is en- 

d clin'd to pity us. He has ſurvey'd the 

a-$ whole Field of Temptation, and knows 

er our Thoughts under the ſame or like 

of Troubles; he is really affected with: 

f. them; I/ 54. 11. O thou afflicted, and 

toſſed with Tempeſts, and not comforted,- 

and ſympathizes with us. We may pur 

him in mind of his own paſs'd Ago- 
nies. The Greek Church had this Paſ- 
ſage in their Lirany *®, By Thins un- 

e KNOWN SUFFERING, Lord deliver ws. 

i. His own Troubles have made him mer- 

e. | ciful to others in like Caſes, Heb. 2. 17, 

i. 18. He was, for this very Reaſon, made 

je like unto his Brethren, That he might be 

df a merciful and faithful High-Prieft in 

in Things pertaining to God, to make Recon- 

qd | ciliation for the Sus of the People; for in 

» | that he himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempi- 


"Y ed, he is able to ſuccour them that are 
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Usz III. Conſolation. 
1. As thy Agony in this World will 


be ſharp, ſo it will be ſhort ; for an 


Hour, and leſs, and much leſs, than ſo 
compard with Eternity. Our light Af, 
flictions, which are but a or a Moment, work 


for 14 a far more S 4g and eternal 


Weight of Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 

2. Troy may {t truſt he Lord Chriſt 
and be ſecure. He will not deal with 
thee as the World deals with its Ser- 
vants. It was an affecting Speech of 
Woolſey, that Engliſh Cardinal in i his Fall, 
« Had I ſerv d my God as faithfully 
c as I have ſerved my King, be would 
© not have left me now. He will for 


ever ſtand by thee ; and as he hath 


overcome Satan and Hell in his own 
Perſon, John 16. 13. he will ſee alſo 
that every Soul that has committed 


| himſelf to him, ſhall be a Conqueror. 


John 10. 28. for none is able to pluck 
thee out of the Saviour's Hand. 
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MAGDALEN: 


OR THE 


Loving Penitent. 


— 


Luke vii. 37, 38. 

And behold, a Woman in the City which” 
was a Sinner, when ſhe knew that Jeſins 
fate at Meat in the Phariſee's Houſe, 
brought an Alablaſter Box of Ointment, . 
and ſtood at his Feet behind him Meep- 
ing, and began to waſh his Feet with her 
Tears, and did wipe them with the Hairs 
of her Head, and kiſſed his Feet, and a- 
nointed them with the Ointment. 


5 HE Story we. are entring up- 
on, gives us a very lively and 


full Deſcription of a truly 


contrite and penitent Sinner. Sinners 
we all are, and tis our Concern to {ee 
that 
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that we are Penitents; and if we would 
know how it is with us in that reſpect, 
let us the more ſeriouſly attend to what 
ſhall be diſcours' d, and try our Repen- 
tance by hers before us. 

SOME learned Men tell us, there was: 
but one Magdalen ; others, that there 
were three of that Name; tis a Mat- 
ter of no great Moment to us. I ſup- 
poſe, the Holy Ghoſt purpoſely con- 
ceals ſome Things from us, leſt we 
ſhall dwell ſo much upon Notion, that 
we ſhould negle& Imitation of the 
Saints, in their Divine and Holy Ex- 
amples. 

Taxis our Magdalen in the Text, a- 
nointed our Lord firſt; and ſome con- 
ſiderable Time after, he was again a- 
nointed by Mary Magdalen, Siſter to 
Lax ars, whole Unction is recorded by 
Matthew, chap. 26. by Mark, chap. 14. 
by John, chap. 12. What Wonder that 
he was anointed twice; (and we ſolve 
their diſputed Difficulties if we allow 
this); we may rather wonder, that afl 
ter he was known, he was not anoint- 
ed eyery Day. 

In. theſe two, Verſes before us we 
have. 

1. Ths 
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1. Taz Character of the Perſon who 
did this memorable Action, ſo accep- 
table to our Saviour, and ſo famous to 
Poſterity. A Woman in the City that 
was a Sinner +; that is, a moſt notori- 
ous Sinner, publickly taken notice of 
thro' the whole Town, to be a Perſon- 
of a looſe and ſcandalous Life; ſo gi- 
ven up to her own Luſts, that ſever 
anclean Devils dwelt in her at once ; 
ſhe had made her ſelf ſo vile, that her 
Company was diſgraceful : The Pha- 
riſee, at whoſe Table our Lord was, 
began to cenſure him, for ſuffering ſuch 
a Perſon to come ſo near him. Sin 
can never be à creditable Thing, or 
give true Honour to thoſe that love it. 

2. Tn Occaſion given her, or the 
Opportunity ſhe takes of coming into 
our Saviour's Company. We may daily 
ohſerve, that unconverted Perſons are 
generally ſhy of coming into the Com- 
pany of the Godly, into the Com- 
pany of ſuch Miniſters as they think 


1 9— 
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27 A απνπν, Gen. 13. 13. the Men of Sodom, 
there by the Greck Interpreters, mwovngut N d- 
zel, and Caſaubon tells us, that the Greeks called 
lach ſort of Women « uxem Is. 


will 


62 The LOVING PEN ITENT. 


will be ſpeaking to them of Soul Mat-! 


ters, (who, if they come in at one 
Door, they will run out at the o- 
ther): But when Grace takes hold 
of the Heart, it preſently alters their 
Thoughts of Things and of Perſons; 
they begin to like and to love ſuch 
Company as they could not bear for- 
merly, and to liſten to ſuch Diſcourſes 
as aforetime they uſed to be weary of, 
John 4. 19, 20. Sir, I perceive that thou 
art a Prophet, our Fathers worſhipped in 
this Mountain, and ye ſay, that in Jeru- 
ſalem is the Place. And I obſerve, that | 
ſhe does not there fly from him, bur 
ſtays and talks with him about Spiri- 
tual Things: He had reached her Heart 
by converting Grace, and therefore is, 
ſhe thinks, the molt fit and proper Per- 
ſon to be made her Caſuiſt ; and ac-| 
cordingly as ſhe begins to have Scru- 
ples riſe up in her Mind about the] 
Worſhip of God, ſhe puts her Quelti- 
ons to him. So our Magdalen here in 
the Text, hearing that Jeſus Chriſt 
din'd at ſuch a Phariſee's Houſe, (tho 
they were a proud cenſorious Race of 
Men) will, without an Invitation, 
come in, and do the Office of the 

meaneſt 


r 
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meaneſt Maid - Servant in the Houſe, 


that is, to waſh and wipe the Feet of 
the Gueſts, rt Sam. 25. 4. Let thine 
Hand-Maid be a Servant to waſh the Feet 
of the Servants of my Lord: I bring it to 
ſhew, this was the Work and Office of 
the Servants. 
of Abigail were a mighty Complement 
on David, yet this Action of Mary here. 
before us, was the moiſt ſincere, and 
the higheſt Expreſſion of her Gratitude 
to her deareſt Lord ; he had lately. 
wrought Grace in her. Heart,. and 


Grace in the Heart muſt either vent it 


ſelf, or it will die: | 
3. SEE how her Grace, which is all 


Thankfulneſs, did ſhew it ſelf in Re- 
pentance and Love. 


1. In Repentance. 


manner of the Jews ſitting at Meat, 


they know that the Servants could ea- 


2 come to waſh their Feet as they 
te. 

Sas ſtands weeping, till ſhe had wept 
Tears enough to waſh his Feet: Her 
Eyes that had kindled impure Flames 
in her Lovers Hearts, are of a ſudden 
become Pools of Water to waſh her 
Sa- 


But altho' thoſe Words 


She ſtood at his 
Feet behind him: They that know the 
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more than. ordinary rate, and the Grief 
and Sorrow ſhe feels, is not an ordi- 
nary Sorrow and Grief; and the Ex- 
preſſions of it without, are proporti- 
onable to what ſhe feels within. 

She ſtands behind him, as aſham'd: 
to look him in the Face. O the godly 
Shame of this holy Penitent ! That 
Scripture in Ezek. 16. laſt. was fulfilled 
in her, That thou may't remember, and 
be confounded, and never open thy Mouth 
any more; becauſe of thy Shame when I am 


paci ted towards thee, for all that thou haſt 


done, fe the Lord God. O Man con- 
ſider! if a penitent Sinner cannot be- 
hold the Face of a Saviour, how can 
an impenitent Sinner, that lives and 
dies ſo, behold the Face of his Judge 
at the laſt Day. 

Shs wipes his Feet with the Hairs 
of her Head. Thus ſhe ſhews her De- 
teſtation of her paſt Sins; her Hair 


ſhall no longer be uſed as Snares and 


Nets for vain and wanton Perſons, but 


ſhall be conſecrated to the Service of 


Jeſus Chriſt, and be uſed as a Towel 
to wipe her Redecmer's Feet. 


2. IN 


Saviour's Feet : She had ſinn'd at a 
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2. Is Love to Chriſt; as a Teſti- 
mony of that, ſhe brought an Alabla- 
ſter Box of Ointment, which was ve- 
ry precious, and coſtly : The Hiſtorian _ 
tells us, That an Alablaſter Box of 
Ointment was one of thoſe rich-Things 
hat Cambyſes ſent (among others) as a 
a Preſent to the King of Athiopia; 
hich ſhews, that Mary was a Perſon 
of conſiderable Wealth, that could 
make ſuch a Preſent to Chriſt, and that 
ſhe had a very great Honour and Af- 
ection for him. LOVE WILL SPARE 
o Cosr ; and when Chriſt has once 
oved a Soul, that Soul will ſoon re- 
let Love back again on him. Her 
illing his Feet, was an Expreſſion of 
er Reverence and Adoration, Pſal. 2. 
12. as well as of an endeared Love and 
Affection to him. 
Washixo and anointing the Feet, 
as one part of Entertainment, and 
in uſual Ceremony in thoſe Parts, to 
derſons highly eſteem'd and loy'd. They 
aſh'd and anointed the Feet, to cleanſe 
Ind cool them, for they wore not 
| FFhoes (as we do) but Sandals; and 
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the Ground was very hot and dry in 
thoſe Eaſtern Countries. 

Obſerve 1. Converson Work is 2 
wonderful Work: A Change by Grace, 
is a mighty Change, and yet ſuch 
Changes as theſe the Goſpel makes, 
You ſhall ſee Sinners that had habitu 7 
ated themſelves to ſenſual Pleaſuresſ - 
and Delights, brought off from them, 
and to take up new Delights of a quite 
contrary Nature in God. This ſhews 
the mighty Power of Grace. But thig 
Sin of Magdalen's, as it is more plea q, 
ſing to the Body, to the Senſes, than, 
any other Sin, ſo it is ſuppoſed to have; 
greater force over thoſe that are guiltyſ of 
this way, than any other Sin. Hence 
Solomon ſays, Few, very few indeed, returſhę 
from it to take hold of the Paths of Life, .. 
Hence an Harlot is compared to q,F 
deep and narrow Ditch, that the falleq,,, 
Perſon cannot ſo much as turn himſelſeſt 
to ariſe : No Sin does more beſot ang, | 
brutify a Man than this: H/horedom anne 
Mine, and new Wine take away the Hearth... 
Hence Solomon was ſo very much alfſ, 
fected with the Mercy of his own Hsu 
ſcape, Eccleſ 7. 26, 27. ſeeing not onſin 
of all his Wives and Concubines recqhe 

vere 
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in covered by Repentance. One Man a- 
mong a Thouſand have I found, ver. 28. 
meaning himſelf, but a Mman among all 
thoſe have I not found. 

As the Life of Sin is ſaid to lie, and 
kes that truly, in the Love of Pleaſure, 2 
tu Tim. 3. 4. Lovers of Pleaſure more than 
IFC Lovers of God; ſo the higher the ſenſu- 
emſ al Guſt in any Sin, the greater is the 
and power that particular Sin has over us: 
e On the other Hand, the more we are 
thilwean'd from Carnal Pleaſures, and 
teaJdeadned to the Delights of the Body, 
hat] we are ſo far the more out of the reach 
dave of, and more remote from the Snares 
It) of the Spiritual Fowler. 
cnc Obſerve 2. Ler a Perſon's Character 
be never ſo black and ſooty before Con- 
Life verſion, yet it is no Bar to the Grace 
to Jof God; the Lord Jeſus will receive 
alleſthe believing Penitent. If thou draw- 
nſelſeſt towards him heavy laden, Matt. 
anq 11. 28. with a ſenſe of Sin, he will 
au neither reject thee, nor ſo much as up- 
leafſpraid thee with thy. paſt Offences, Ja. 
h all;. He gives liberally, and upbraids not his 
'D NAsSuppliants. He ſaw that this Woman 
| Olin the Text was wounded enough, and 


"= he will not ſtrike one Blow more than 
ver 
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is needful; he does pour into her Soul 1 
not the bitter Waters of Marah, but thelthe 
Balm of Gilead. 

Some ſay, God uſually takes the moſiÞ®* 
crooked Pieces to make Pillars in his" 
Temple; the moſt diſeaſed Souls tofane 
ſhew the Perfection of the Heavenly aft. 
Phyſician's Skill. Is the Diſeaſe deſpe. I 
rate, ſuch then, when recover'd, willner 
exceedingly extol the Doctor: And the Res 
greateſt 8inners, when effectually broughtÞP'© 
home to Chriſt, are generally the great. N 
eſt Exalters of the free Grace of God" 
as bleſſed Paul, 1 Tim. 1. 13 — I 7. her 


Doct. Taz greateſt Sinners ſhould be, 
and when converted, generally are, the 
greateſt Penitents. I would ſhew, 


I. Tur ſhould be, and generally ate 
the greateſt Penitents. 
II. Tur Nature of Evangelical Re- 
pentance, or what that Repentance is len 
they are found in. gal 
III. AxswE RN this Queſtion ; Are 


Tears eſſential to true Repentance ? W 
LV. Txt Uſes. c 


I. Tur 
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al I. Tur ſhould be, and generally are 
hefſthe greateſt Mourners. | 

| 1. Taxy ſhould be ſo. There ſhould 
onlbe a Proportion between the Pleaſure 
nisfiche Soul took in Sin before Converſion, 
toland the Bitterneſs and Sorrow for it 
nly afterwards. A wiſe and holy God, 
be. when he acts judicially towards Sin- 
villners, obſerves this, as a Rule to himſelf, 
thel Rev. 18, 7. to give his Enemies Pain in 
zůeſproportion to their Pleaſure: Hou much 
at-. Me hath glorified her ſelf, and lived deli- 
od Tl, ſo much Torment and Sorrow give 
Per. There is, in Repentance, an holy 
Indignation, 2 Cor. 7. 11. which will 
beſthus work in the Godly, by taking 
thelſuch Revenges as theſe on themſelves. 

2. Tuer generally are the greateſt Pe- 
nitents. Manaſſeh, who firſt filled Jeruſa- 
lem with Blood, afterwards filled his Pri- 
ſon with Tears. Paul, altho' the greateſt 
Re. $of Saints, yet becauſe of his former Vio- 
iglences againſt them, and Blaſphemies a- 
Isęainſt God, would allow himſelf no high- 
Areler Title than this, L ss Than THE LeaST 

or ALL SAINTS. The very ſame original 
Word that is uſed to expreſs Magdalen's 
Grief in the Text, is alſo us'd to ſet 
xyJour the Mourning of the Widow of 
Naim 
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Naim for her only Son; and alſo Ralnd 
clel's Mourning for her Children, whenpor 
ſhe was wholly Inconſolable, and couldgere 
receive no Comfort. Thus, as Marnpot 
Magdalen was no ordinary Sinner, ſhqpla 
was no ordinary Penitent. | = 

II. I au now to ſhew the Nature offi 
Evangelical Repentance, which I canÞ1n: 
not better do, than by ſetting beforepnc 
you the Properties of it. ro! 

I. EVANGELICAL Repentance, is ReÞP? 
pentance towards God, call d alſo god-Þin 
ly Sorrow; becauſe it has God for its < 
Object. The true Penitent is griev det 
becauſe he has find againſt God, and] - 
has put him to Grief ; Pſal. 51. Againſt A. 
thee, thee only have 1 finned ; that is, tho 
J have ſinned, I confeſs, againſt Uriah, cip 
I have ſinned againſt Bathſbeba, I have 5 
ſinned againſt both Church and State. I 
by my Example, I have ſinned againſt irs 
my own Soul; yet this gives the pecu-Þ'* : 
lar Pondus to my Sorrow, and makes 
it take the much mote deep Impreflion 
on my Spirit, that I have given ſuch an 
Offence to thee. 

Tur nn is a Legal Repentance, call'dJ/” 
Conviction, which goes before * 

an 
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and Pardon of Sin; this the Law 

1erforks. This is not ſaving, becauſe 
ulchereby we only ſee our Ca e, but do 
anbot come out of it, Jon 16. 8. A 
ſhMan thus far wrought upon, is only 
- fonvinc'd of Sin. 

Trzxe is a Goſpel Repentance 
> ofrhich follows Faith N Pardon of 
an. bin, 2 Cor. 7. 11. called Goſpel Repent- 
orehnce; becauſe Conſiderations drawn 

rom the Goſpel, open for us the 
Re. Pprings of Sorrow, and keep them run- 
od- ning all our Days. 
its] Object. O THEN, I fear, I have not 
dy et attained this Grace. 
ndl Anſw. Wr are firſt alarm'd and at- 
nffrighted with a Senſe of our own. 
no Danger: The Soul at firſt, looks prin- 
ahcipally at this, that it may ſecure it 
velſelf from Wrath to come; but after a 
te} Time, when the Soul begins to diſcern 
1ſt 1ifts own Safety ; ; that God has receiv d 
u-Iit; that it is in Chriſt, and has ob- 
es rained Peace with God through him ; 
\nf{then, then, and not till then, does this 
m Evangelical Repentance begin to run: 

ſee Exek. 36. 31. Then ſhall ye remember 
our own evil Ways, and your Doings that 
hf were not good, and ſhall loath your ſelves 
d n 
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In your own fight, for your Iniquities, auß w 
for your Abominations. Then! When lauf. 
look back to Ver. 25, 26, 27. whetho c 
God has ſprinkled clean Water, andion 
cleanſed the Soul, and when the pookor 
Sinner ſees himſelf brought into a juſtihrou 
fied and happy State, the Love of Gogatl 
is at the very ſame time ſhed abroaqho' 
in his Heart; which makes him bothil 
to grieve for Sin paſt, and tenderly tojad 
watch againſt Sin for the Time to come. Fat! 

2. Txvt godly Sorrow ſprings from| II 
Faith. I diſpute not, whether Faith orſo u 
Repentance be firſt wrought in then c 
Soul; I had rather find them there, f th 
than be able to diſpute accurately ofpitl 
them. All I ſay is this; in Order of|ins 
Nature, Faith goes before Repentance zig, 
but in Order of Time they go both to- te 
gether : that is, tho' they are both in- ſiti 
fus'd at the ſame Time into the Soul, [hu 
yet the Soul firſt ſees its Repentance 4 
before it ſees its Faith, as we ſee there 
Fruit and not the Root. I was ſaying, kuf 
that true Repentance ſprings from JF « 
Faith; from ſuch a Faith as brings the Ft: 
Wanderer back to his God: Faith in- leb 
ſpires us with good Thoughts of God, fed 


whereby we are perſwaded that God 
| 15 
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anß willing to entertain poor Sinners, be- 
n fauſe he is gracious. If the Soul had 
echo comfortable Hopes of Reconcilia- 
indion, it would, with Adam, run away 
boom God. *Twas this Perſuaſion that 
ſtißrought the Prodigal back again to his 
oFather's Houſe ; namely this, That al- 
adho' he had forgotten the Duties of a 
2thThild, yet God had not, or his Father 
tojad not, forgotten the Bowels of a 
je. father. 
om] Ir is written by a learned Pen, That 
orlo unſound Chriſtian can make Confeſſi- 


then of his Sin to God. You muſt take +. 


re, t thus: He that can freely, willingly, 
offith its due Aggravations, confeſs his 
ofſins particularly ro God, no Eye ſee- 
e zug, no Ear hearing; this Man does 
to-Pte his Sins, and is willing to part 
in-fith them, and to this I ſubſcribe. 
ul, [hus Job confeſſes, and thus holy Da- 
ce d confeſſes his Sins; but it deſerves 
he þreicular Notice, Saul could not thus 
1g, Fnfeſs his, tho' a Kingdom lay at Stake: 
me confeſſes only to Samuel; and not 
he bat, till affrighted with the threatned 
in- ſeparture of the Prophet, and the Pro- 
d, ect of the Revolt of his Subjects from 
od jn. Judas could not confeſs his Sin 
is D before 
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before God: Could he have ſaid as 
much to the Lord Jcſus Chriſt, as hes 
did to the Chief Prieſts, he might have 7 
been in Heaven, who is now in one of of 
the loweſt Rooms in Hel]. le: 
3. Lr us examine this Sorrow, by lun 
conſidering the Degree of it. Thus (ci 
Sorrow for Sin 1s greater than Sorrow 
tor any worldly thing. Tis true, the 
Objects of Senſe are neareſt us, and ſolj;; 
ſeem to affect us moſt ; but by this. 
Rule you may know it: Worldly Sorſl,;; 
row is unwelcome : A Perſon wouldſſ;.. 
be gladly rid of it, and dry his Eyes; pia 
worldly Loſſes and Troubles ſting'thee, 
but thou deſireſt to forget them; wherc- 
as you would have ſpiritual Sorrow run 
on, and nothing ſtop it; nay, the Soul 72 
loves to dwell among ſuch Conſider 
tions, as ſhall increaſe and ſwell it higher 
You have a rational Sorrow, when 1t | 
not ſenſitive ; you look upon Sin as thi 
greateſt Evil; an hard Heart as thi 
greateſt Judgment, and cry, Oh ! tha 
my Head were Waters, aud mine Hi 
Fountains of Tears. © 
4. Turkr is a Renunciation of Sit 
of all Sin univerſally: I hare, ſays Di 
vid, every falſe Way. Ezek. 14. 35 
| 
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rom all your Abom! nations, ſmall as well 
ncW as great; the very leaſt Sin will damn. 
ve James 2. 10. He that keeps the whole, and 
of Woffends-in one Point, is guilty of all; The 
ſcaſt Sins and lighteſt will, one Day, if 
byMuncepented of, lie heavy on the Con- 
15: (cience. 
ov He not only renounces and ſets him- 
theWſelf againſt Sin in general, but he ſets 
ſoffhimſelf againſt his Delilah, his own 
his Sin in particular, Pal. 18. 23. as Das 
or vi d id. What was formerly moſt {weet 
us now molt bitter: Davids Bed, the 
TS Place of his Sin, is now water'd with 
Ye Fhis Tears; and where he had been moſt 
Faulty, there he purpoſes to be for the 
Time to come, moſt npon his Guard. 
Pſal. 39. 1. 1 ſaid I will take heed; I ſet 
my Reſolution, through Grace, that I 
Fvould do it. 
Caſe 1. Can a Man leave all Sin? 
Auſw. Ir we ſpeak of Sin in general, 
e cannot live without Sin; the Ca- 
Warnites will ſtill dwell in the Land, and 
orruptions in our Hearts: But if we 
peak of particular Sins, there is not 
Aus or that particular Sin of which you 
an ſay, I cannot leave off this; for 
fo here is the Help and r of the 
32 Spirit 
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Spirit always at Hand ready to relies 
thee. N 
Anſw. 2. So ur Sins are of that Na 
ture, that they may be undone again 
and in ſuch Caſes, wherein a Man can 
I ſay he muſt undo what he has done 
and unwind the Bottom that thou hal 


to thy Fellow-Chriſtian ? Then reſtori 
thoſe ill-gotten Goods, or thoſe tha 
are detain d by thee, from him to whon 
they are due; for aſſure thy ſelf, Reader 
they are none of thine, Numb 5. 2 
And Zacheus is no ſooner converted, bu 
it is obſervable, he makes excee dingt“ 
great haſte to reſtore what his Conſc. 
ence told him did not belong to him; a 
tho he fear'd, if they were kept, the 
would blaſt the reſt, Luke 19. | 

Object. Bur the Perſon is dead. a 

Auſw. Turx reſtore to their Heirs. 

Object. Tux have none. 

Anſw. Tux to the Lord, the Poof/® 
are his Heirs. 

Olject. 1 am not able to reſtore. 

Auſw. Tur N confeſs it to the Perſo 
wronged ; ask his Pardon, and pray ti 
the Lord to make it up to him in th 
Bleſſings of his Providence. 

Anſc 
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Anſu. 3. Thou haſt been mourning 

over Sin, yet there thou findeſt it {til} : 
Put let me ask you, would you account 
it a very great Mercy, it the Lord 
ould pleaſe to take away all Sin from 
hee; and if he would take away this 
n Particular ? Then, Soul, be com- 
orted, thy Sorrow eis ſincere: 2 Cor. 1 2. 
8, 9. For this thing I beſought the Tord 
hrice, that it might depart from ine; aud 
he ſaid unto me, My Grace is ſufficient jor 
hee, jor my Strength is made perfect in 
Mableneſs. 

Anſw. 4. Tux is a difference be— 
ween our keeping Sin, becauſe we love 
t; and Sin ſtaying or kceping with 
is, becauſe we cannot ſhake it off; as 
2 Priſoner cannot ſhake off his Fetters : 
his is in a molt lively manner ſet be- 
ore us through the whole of Rom. 7. 

HrYeockitts indeed always reſerve 
ome one Sin, but they do it of choice : 
udas may leave all Sins, but his Co- 
etouſneſs, and Herod does many Things 
n Obedicnce to the Word, by the 
louth of Join; but this is a Fly in 
is Box of Ointment ; this ſpoils all, 
e Cannot conquer his Luſt, but 4s ſtill 
Slave to the Charms of Aerodias. 


D 3 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, Txur Evangelical Repentand 
is conſtant ; I mean, it runs in a co 
ſtant Stream. Sins long ago committe 
are often brought again to mind, an 
then the Soul bleeds over them afreſn 
thou canſt not give them a Revie 
without a renew d Grief and Shame” 
Pſal. 51. My Sins, ſays David, are ev! 
before me. And Iſa. 59. 2. Our Tranſon 
greſſions are with is; ſays the ChurcS0 
there, always with "us 

po not ſay true Penitents are a 
ways actually mourning ; but they a 
habitually mourning ; they carry abou 
with them a mournful Frame of Spirif T 
and an humbling Senſe of Sin all th ar 
Day long. 

PROD will dry up worldly Sorrow 
and tis a very great Mercy that it wil 
ſo ; or how miſcrable ſhonld we be 
But Time will not dry up ſpiritual Soi ic 
row, but it runs for ever; for the Red a! 
ſons of that Sorrow laſt for ever. 

III. Third Thing to anſwer is thi 
Qaeſtion; Are Tears eſſential to tru 
Repentance? The ground of this Q 
ſtion is, the Practice of this Woman 
who ſhed ſuch a Plenty of, Tears, af 
ſuffic'd to waſh our Saviour's Feet. 1 

An ſu 


2». 
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and Anſw. Our Sorrow muſt be real, and 
corſo great, as to diſcover and ſhew it ſelf 
itten our Countenance, as N-hemiah's did, 

an bap. 1. of that Book: And James 4.9. 

cih{equires ſo much of us, Be afflicted, and 
riepnourn, and weep; let your Laughter be 
&::r12d to Mourning, and your Foy into Hea- 
76 vineſs ; ; eig xdrietar, the Greek word is us d 
fonly in this place, and ſignifies ſuch 
:r<S0:row within, as ſhews and diſcovers 
it ſelf without; either in ine Counte- 
nance, or by ſome external Geſture. And 
again, We have Examples of Penitents 
that have drowned themſelves in their 
Tears; as David, that made his Couch, 
and Mazaſeh, who made his Priſon to 
ſwim with them; ſo did Peter aſter his 

Fall, and weeping Magdalen in the Text. 
ll Anſw. 2. If thy natural Temper be 
ſuch, that thou canſt ordinarily weep 
tor Temporal Evils, or Qutward Lols, 
and yet canſt not weep for Sin; then it 
looks very ill upon thee. 

Anſw. 3. Yer it muſt be ſaid, that 
Tears are not eſſential ro Repentance ; 
tor Tears may be without Repentance : 
Saul wept to David, but preſently dried 
up his Tears, and fell upon his old 
Trade of Perſecution. And on the other 

D 4 hand, 


1 
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hand, true Sorrow may be where theſe 
are not: for where there is Hatred of 
Sin, and a watchful Endeavour after 
the Death of it, there is that Sorrow 
that is better than Scas of Tears with- 
out them. 


IV. Usts. 


I. INFORMATIONS. Great Sinners have 


been receiv'd in former Ages, and ſhall 


ſtill in this Age; for the Grace of God, 
in the Converſion of a Sinner, is altoge- 
ther free; James 1. 18. Of tus own Goode 


vill begat he us by the Nordof Truth. We 


may indeed wonder at God's Diſpenſa- 
tion and Choice, who pailes by the 
{weet and golden Nature, and takes the 
rugged and unp'caſant ; who palles by 
the Civil and Moral Perſon, and calls 
and ſanctifies the prophane Souls, more 
remote, and far from Righteouſneſs 
than the other: But after all our En- 
quiries and Searches into the Reaſons of 
God's Diſpenſation, we muſt reſt in 
that Anſwer, Mat. 11-26. Even ſo, Father, 
for fo it ſeemed good in thy Sight. 

2. WI ſhould ſhew the Truth and Sin- 
* of our Repentance, as Magdalen 
did. Her Soul was, and ſo our Souls 

ſhould 
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ſhould be, more ſet againſt that Sin which 
did moſt difhonour the Lord, and grieve 
God's Spirit, and wound our own. See 
the working of her holy Indignation, 
and her Zeal for Chriſt ; ſhe will from 
henceforth conſecrate her Eyes, her Hair 
to the Lord Chriſt, with a fixed and de- 
terminate Reſolution, to be a Slave to 
her former Luſts no longer; Hoſea 14. 
What have I any more to do with Idols? 


Uss II. By way of Counſel. 

1. LET the greateſt Sinners go rea- 
lily to Chriſt, without asking Leave of 
others, as Magdalen (hearing where 
hriſt was) goes into the Pharifee s Houſe. 
Vhat tho' ſhe be not Welcome to Simon 
ie Phariſee, ſhe ſhall be Welcome to her 
daviour. Soul! thou art invited, go 
doldly to the Throne of Grace, tis a 

hrone where Grace is in its Reign. 
eb. 4. 16. Let us, all of us, whatever 
7e are, whatever we have been, Let ua 
ome boldly to the Throne of Grace, that we 
nay obtain Mercy, and find Grace to help 
n time of need. | 

2. LE x nor the Doctrine of Repent- 
nce be accounted, from hencetorth, a 
tter Thing, as Luther tells us he once 

D 5 did 
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did account it; till talking with hits 
Friend Stanpitizs, he told him, That 
the Practice of Repentance began from 
the Love of Chriſt : From that Time 
faid he, I never look'd upon Repentance 
as a harſh or unpleaſant Thing any 
more. Soul! haſt thou ſinned ? Go and 
confeſs thy Sin and thy Shame befor 
him: run not from God but to him 
and expreſs thy Sorrow, that thou hal 
carried it ſo ill, ſo unſuitable to his Love 
Ask forgiveneſs : for tho' he has promi 
ſed it, tis on this Condition that tho 
ask it of him; tis one of the Prom iſe 
of the Covenant, that God will pardo 
his People's Sins, and remember theit 
Iniquities no more. Thus thou art t. 
ſprinkle the Blood of Chriſt upon th 
own Soul by Faith, and then to tak 
up thy former Peace. But of this i 
the Sermons following. 


& 


+ 
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Sen Ik 


Luke vii. 39, 40, 41, 42. 


and Now when the Phariſee that had bidden 

. him ſaw it, he ſpake within himſelf, ſay- 
ing, This Man, if he were a Prophet, 
would have known who and what man- 
ner of Mman this is that toucheth him, 
for ſhe is a Sinner. 

And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto him, Si- 
mon, I have ſomewhat to ſay unto thee ; 
and he ſaith, Maſter, ſay on. 

There was a ce/tain Creditor which had two 

D biors, the one ought Five Hundred 
Pence, and the other Fifty. And when 
they had nithing to pay, be frankly for- 
gave Them both: Tell me therefore, which 
of them will love him moſt ? 


AM now come to the Second 
Thing in this notable Story ; the 
Inequality and very different De- 
E RY grees of Sins and Sinners; notwith- 
itanding which, they are all with equal 
eaſe and readineſs forgiven of God. 
Wr have here, | 
1. Tar 


—— 
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I. Tu Offence this Phariſee took at 
what paſſed between Chriſt and Mag- 
dalen; although he was a gracious and 
converted Perſon, (for our Lord reckons 
him one of the forgiven Debtors) yet 
fee how his old Phariſaical Leaven ſticks 
by him {till Weak Grace ſoon ſtum- 
bles, is apt to cenſure others, and to be 
offended at little Things. What an ab- 
furd Thing was this, for a Man to 
take Offence, that a poor Sinner comes 
ſo near to the Saviour ? For, whither 
ſhould Sinners go but to the Saviour ? 
God has declared of old, how much 
he was grieved at this Temper of Spi- 
rit, Stand by thy ſelf, for I am holier than 
thou, Iſai. 65. 5. 

2. ChRIS T's Anſwer; wherein he 
ſhews, That he knew both what ſhe 
was, and alſo the Workings of Simon's 
Thoughts concerning her : In which 
Anſwer of his, he reſembles God to a 
Creditor, and poor Sinners (as we all 
are) to Debtors. 2. He ſhews that 
ſome Debts are greater than others. 3. 
That he that owes the leaſt can never 
pay what he owes. 4. That all Sinners 
that are forgiven, are forgiven with e- 

qual freeneſs. | 
Obferv. x. 
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Obſerv. 1. Sid is a Debt; every Sin- 
ner is a Debtor, Matt. 6. 12. our Lord 
tcaches us to pray, Forgive us our Debts. 

Hs owes active Obedience to the 
precept of the Law : But this he has 
not paid; for the Soveraignty of God 
has been (lighted by him: He ſays with 
that haughty Monarch, Ex:d. 5. 2. H/bo 
is the Lord that I ſhould obey his Voice to let 
Iſrael go? I know not the Lord, neither will 
I let Iſrael go. But you will fay, I have 
not done thus; but anſwer thy ſelf, O 
Man, out of James 2. 10. He that breaks 
the Law but in one point, is gnilty of all, 
Haſt thou not ſlighted his Holineſs ? 
Halt thou not defpiſed his Goodneſs, 
Rom. 2. 4. which ſhould have led thee to 
Repentance ? 

He owes paſſive Obedience to the 
Law. He that has not kept the Pre- 
cept, muſt bear the Penalty ; hence 
God required 1frael to give it under 
their Hand, [as it were] that if they 
did not keep the Law, they ſhould 
yield and own it to be juſt that they 
ſhould bear the Penalty, and ſuffer the 
diſpleaſure of God due to Sin, Deut. 
27.12, 13, 14, 15, fo the end. 


Ol ſerv: 


Sad. HE 
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Obſerv. ALL Debts or Sins are not e 
qual, ſome are greater than others ; 
there are Gnats, and there are Camels. 

'SIxS againſt the firſt Table are grea- 
ter than Sins againſt the ſecond, be- 
cauſe they arc immediately againſt God. 


Nay, as to Sins of the firſt Table, ſome 
mult be worſe than others: 


Exek. 6. 9. as allo Witchcraft, (being 
an explicite Covenant with the Devil) 
mult needs be greater than vain or 
wandring Thoughts in Prayer. Then 
as to ſecond Table Duties, Murther 
mult be worſe than Theft ; it muſt be 
a far greater Crime to rake away a 
Man's Life, than to take away his 
Goods. 

AGaiN : Sin receives an aggravation 
from the Perſon that commits it : Is he 


a Magittrate, or Miniſter, or one in 


High Place, whoſe Example will be | 
more infectious than the Example of o- 
thers are? They that ſo ſin Perſons | 


that have taſted the Grace of God? See 


then how this —— the Caſe, 


Pſal. 51. 6. 
Olſerv. 3. Tus Sinner is inſolvent, 
and cannot pay the Debt, or ſatisfie 


Idolatry, | 
which is ſaid to break God's Heart, 
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Hs cannot now fulfil the Precept of 
the Law, becauſe Job 7. 20. he has al- 
ready ſinned; nor can he endure the 
Penalty, the Wrath of God in Hell, 
where Mark 9. 44. the Worm dies not, 
and where the Fire is not quenched : In Hell 
the poor miſerable Sinner will be al- 
ways paying the Debt, but becauſe it 


| w1ll never be fully, actually paid, there- 


fore the Sinners Puniſhment mutt be e- 
verlaſting, Mat. 5. 26. for he cannot come 


out thence till he has paid the uttermoſt 


Farthing. 

Doct. Souls obtain the forgiveneſs 
of their Sins from the alone free Mer- 
cy of God. 


I. Tus Nature of Forgiveneſs. 

II. Proves the Point. 

III. How a poor Sinner ould : ap- 
ply himſelf to God for this. 

IV. Taz various Uſes of the whole. 


I. Ler us conſider the Nature al 
Forgiveneſs. 
Ix is not the taking away or remo- 
ving the Demerit or ill Deſervings of 
Sin : It is not the Removal of the Blot 


or Stain that Sin makes and leaves be- 
hind 


— — 
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hind it, but it cancels the Obligation, 


and makes void our obnoxiouſneſs to W 
Puniſhment. More particularly, W 
1. ConsIDER we what it does not. of 
1. Ir does not take away or change th 
the Nature of Sin, as if it ceaſed when | 6 


pardon'd to be Sin: No! Sin is ſtill nc 
Sin but it is not charg'd, Aci, 7. 60. W 
Lord, Lay not this Sin to their Charge. ke 


This, pardon'd Souls are to remem- Si 
ber, for Humiliation on Earth; and I m 
no way doubt but ſaved Souls in S; 
Heaven will alſo, to give a freſh and 
everlaſting Reliſh to their Joy. R 
2. The Macula, the Blor or Stain of L 
Sin 1s not removed : This is that which 01 
enclines us to ſin again, and theſe re- F 
maining Inclinations give roo ſad and ry 
full and an Evidence that the Stain is 6 
not removed, after we are come into c| 
2 pardoned State. Do we not feel the to 
workings of Sin to our great Sorrow, to 
when God has pardoned and ſcaled up t/ 
ro us his Love? Hence the Sighs and h, 


Groans of the Godly, of which there 
will be no End in this World. 

2. Now let us conſider next what 0 
Forgivencfs does. 


2. Ir 
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1. Ir takes away the Guilt of Sin: 
We are by onr Guilt bound over to 
Wrath and Hell ; and have given cach 
of us our Amen to all the Curſes of 
the Law ; but God takes off this 
Guilt, and tells us, We ſhall be liable 
no longer to the Penalty of the Law 
we have broken. God acknowledges, 
he has no longer Right ro puniſh the 
Sinner, Chriſt having born the N 
ment, The Lord hath put away thy . ty 
Sam. 12. 13. thou ſhalt not die. 

2. IT gives us ſomewhat, and that is 
Right and Liberty ro piead with the 
Lord for Forgiveneſs. We may bring 
our Appeal to God himſelf, and may 
humbly ſue out our Pardon, in the ve- 
ry Court of Juſtice, Rom. 3. 25, 26. 
God in Chriſt our Propitiation has de- 
clared not his Mercy only, but his Righ- 
teouſueſs for the Remiſſion of Sins, v. 26. 
to declare at this Time his Righteouſa ſi, 
that he might be juſt, aud the juſtificr of 
him which believeth in Jeſus. 


II. I cont to give the Demonſtration 

of the Point in theſe Steps. 
1. Ir was free Mercy in God to 
ſend his Son, John 3. 16. God fo loved 
tbe 


— 
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the World, that he ſent his only begotten 
Son into the World, that all that believe 
on him ſbould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
ing Life, i John 4. 10. Herein is Love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for 
our Sins. Juſtice indeed was paid, and 
Satisfaction fully made to God, but 

ercy found the Perſon that ſhould do 
it, and found the Price. 

2. Ir was free on Chriſt's part, to 
engage to make this Satisfaction, Heb. 
10. 5, 6, 7. at the very time the Sor. 
of God took our Nature into Union 
with himſelf, he ſpake theſe Words, 
Since Sacrifices and Offerings will be 
no longer taken in payment, Lo! 7 
come to do thy Mill, O God. At the fame 
time he paſſed by the more excellent 
Nature of Angels, refuſing to marry 
into that ancient and noble Houle, that 
the freeneſs of his Grace might the 
more illuſtriouſiy ſhine, whilſt he ſtoop- 
ed ſo low in his Love to Man. 

3. Ir was free Mercy in accepting 
what was done by another tor us, as 
though done by us in our own Per- 
ſons, Ephiſ. 1. 6. We miſerable Sinners 
are accepted in the Beloved. Again! He 

might 
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might have look'd round, and every 
where have found our Betters; and 
that we ſhould yet be the Perſons ac- 
ce pted in Chriſt, was free Mercy, 

Obj. How was this free when it was 
dearly bought by Chriſt, whoſe Blood 
Heb. 9. 22. was ſhed for Remiſſion of Sins ? 

Anſw. Ir was free, not with reſpect 
to Chriſt, but with reſpect to us; for 
the beſt we do has more Evil than 
Good in it, more Sin than Grace: Our 
Duties that would procure Pardon, do 
need Pardon; our VE, very beſt P y- 
ers need to be prayed over again; our 
Righteouſneſſes are no better than fil- 
thy Rags, Tſai. 64. 6 our Tears do 
themſelves need waſhing in'ithe Re- 
decmer's Blood. 

1. There was no Motive in us but 
Miſery, and that draws out his Mer- 
cy; lince he finds no Motives without, 
he ferches them from within from him- 
ſelf, 1ſai. 63. 5. I looked, and there was 
none to help, and I wondered that there was 
none to uphold ; therefore mine own Arm 
brought Salvation unto me. 

2. ConstDiR whom he takes, and in 
what Poſture he finds them, ſuch as 
Manuaſſ:s, Zacheus, Magdalen, 1 Tim. 

1 


1 


—— 
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1. 13. Paul a Blaſphemer, a Perſecutor. 
Again! fee how he times their Conver- 
fion, he comes upon them in the midſt 
of their Rage in Sin, As 9. he ſtrikes 
Paul from his Horſe, humbles him, and | 
ſhews him Mercy. | 

0%. Ir the Lord Chriſt has born our 
Puniſhment, and God has received 
Satisfaction from him, then why are t 
we afflicted ? 3 4 

Anſw. Afflictions ſhould not be cal- 1 
led Puniſnments, but Chaſtiſements or || 8 
Corrections; he acts in ſuch Things 
towards his People, not as à Judge, 
but as a Father ; the Apoſtle dwells 
upon this, Heb 12. and his Fatherly 
Heart guides his Hand. More partt- 
cularly he does it, | 

1. To juſtifie himſelf, and demon- 
ſtrate to the World his Purity, 2 Sam. | 
12-18. Becauſe by this deed thou haſt gi= | 
ven great occaſion to the Enemies of the 
Lord to Blaſpheme, the Child that is born 
unto thee ſhall ſurely die. 

2. To imbitter Sin, Jerem. 2. 19. 
Thine own Wickedaeſs ſhall correct thee, and 
thy Backſlidings ſhall reprove thee ; know 
therefore and ſee that it is an evil Thing 
and bitter, that thou haſt forſaken the Lord 
thy God. 3- Hz 


le S ĩ«ö b 
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1 Hr will not ſuffer that to lie up- 
on his Children that he will ſuffer to 


lie on others, but they muſt be made 
ü 5 to an holy God, Amos 3. 


PP 


. You only have I known among all the Fa- 
| mniies of the Earth, therefore you will 7 
he it for all your Iniquities. 


III. How the Sinner ſhould apply 
I himſelf to God for rhis Pardon of Sin? 
1. Co as an heavy laden Sinner: 


: Slight Convictions breed light Conver- 
ſions; ſee and believe thy Caſe to be 


ſad; Chriſt receives none but ſuch, E- 
Leb. 34. 16. He will bind up that which 15 
broken, and ſlrengthen that which is fick. 
Again! He comes not 10 call the Righteous 
but Sianers to Repentance, Come Jamen- 
ting thy Unworthineſs : io did the Pro- 
digal, ſo the Publican, and 1 John 1. 9. 
if we confeſs our Sins, be is faithful and 
uſt to forgive us our Sius, and to cleanſe 
us from all Unrighteouſueſs ; this was 
written after thoſe glorious Declarati- 
ons of the Goſpel, to which I ſuppoſe 
it refers; having promiſed he will not 
caſt out Sinners that come, he will not 
be faithful now and juſt if he ſhould. 


2. Tuug 


eee 
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2. Tnvs caſt thy ſelf upon the Lord 
Chriſt, Zech. 12. 1o. with 13. 1. I will 
pour upon the Houſe of David, and the In- 
habitants of Jeruſalem, the Spirit of Grace 
and of Supplications, and they ſhall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they 
ſball mourn for him, as ou? that mourneth 
for his only Syn, and jhall be in bitterneſs of 
Soul, as one is in bitterneſs for his Firſt- 
born. Chap. 13. 1. In that Day there jhall 
be a Fountain open d for the Houſe of Da- 
vid, and for the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
for Sin and for Uncl-anneſs. Faith muſt 
receive this, Acts 26. 18. that they may 
receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, by Faith which 
is in me. Then thou art, Acts 10. 43. 
ſafe, and thy Saivation ſure. To him 
give all the Prophets witneſs, that through 
his Name, whojoever believeth in him ſhall 
receive Remiſſion of S ns. 


Us: I. Information. 
I. Thar they build their Hopes for 
Heaven on a wrong Bottom, that truſt in 
any thing elſe beſide the Free Grace of 
God in Chriſt ; for thy beſt Works are 
very imperfect, and full of Holes, (as 
the Divine Herbert ſays of Hearts) Iſa. 
64. 6. Our Righteouſneſſes are as filthy Rags : 
eeing 
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cing then the Church, the Mother of 
us all, confeſles this, they that do not 
hink ſo are not Sons or Daughters of 
Sion ; for the Experiences of none ſhall 
ever riſe above Son's Experience. 

Bur ſuppoſe thou ſeeſt no Fault in 
them, what is thy Eye to the Lord's 
righteous Eye, which is reſembled to 
Flame of Fire? God may ſee many 
Sins there, where thou mayelt ſee none 
at all. 1 Cor. 4. 4. For tho I know nothing 
by my ſelf, yet am I not hereby juſtified ; 
but he that judgeth me is the Lord. 

2. GRtAT Sins and great Sinners are 
pardoned with the ſame eaſe, and free- 
dom, and readineſs, on God's part, as 
others; the greateſt Power or Wiſdom 
(if but finite) may be bafled; but that 
which is infinite finds no difference be- 
tween the Performance of greater or 
leſſer Acts. Hence the Lord oftentimes 
paſſes by the Civil, and takes the Ring- 
leaders in Debauchery, on purpoſe to 


de monſtrate the Freeneſs of his own. 


Grace. Mat. 21. 31. PuBLicans AND 
HAKrors ARE WELCOME ro GRACE 
AND GLORY. . 
3. SEEING we are to fetch our En- 
couragements from the free Me 1 
O 
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God without us, whatever we find then 
within us, can be no ground of Dif. 
couragement to us. If, Soul! thou 
doſt deſire to encreaſe thy Humiliation, 
look within, go down into thy own 
Heart: If thou doſt want Encourage- 
ment, look up to Chriſt, and thou wilt 
find it there. Nor ſhould we ever be 
calt down in onr Souls, if we did not 
firſt oppoſe our Thoughts to the 
Thoughts of God, and ſet our Imagi— 
nations againſt the Deſcriptions the 
Lord makes of himſelf in his Word: 
we firſt limit him into our own narrow 
Conceptions, unworthy of God, and 
ſo create to our ſelves an unneceſſary 


Anguiſh. 


Us+x II. Of Lamentation, over thoſe 
vaſt Numbers of unpardon'd Souls in 
every Place, that are dancing on the 
Brink of the Pit of Hell, full of Joy, 
from a deluded Fancy, and will not be 
convinced of the miſerableneſs of their 
Caſe. O Soul! conſider while thou 
art in an unpardanable State, 2 

1. Tnov art liable to all the Miſe- 
ries of this Life. I would intreat ſuch 


to read often the 28th Chapter of Deu- 
| teronomy, 


** Mi 
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zerowomy, purpoſely written to ſet out 
the ſad and doleful Caſe of thoſe that 
are {till in their Natural State. 'Thou art 
under the Wrath of God, who is angry 
with the Wicked, not now and then, 
when they have lately committed ſome 
flaming Wickedneſs, but every Day. And 
this Wrath of his falls not upon thee 
now preſently, whilſt thou art provok- 
ing; becauſe, according to Deut. 3 2. 34, 
35. He lays up the Remembrance of thy 
Ln, and will take his own Time to pur- 
ſue the Revenges of his Juſtice: 7s not 
this laid up in Store with me (ſays the 
Lord there) and ſealed tp among my Treas 
ſures ? To me belongeth Vengeance and Re- 
ompence ; their Foot ſhall ſlide in due T mee 
or the Day of their Calamity is at hand, 
id t e Things that ſhall come upon them 
mare haſte. 

2. Tar very Bleſſings are Curſes, e- 
en thy very Calling (which to a good 
Man is an Ordinance of God, to keep 
us Spirit in Order, and free from Temp— 
ation) is a Sna e to thee: The very 
Plowing of the IIe led is Siu. Thy Com- 
ort and R.creations, hy natural En joy- 

:nrs, and thy common Meals are to 
her a Snare and a Trap, Pſal. 69. 22. 

E OG ett. 


— 
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be apply'd to this Cale, Lule 10 42. ng, „ 
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Object. Bur you'll ſay, you find all 
Things ſucceed and proſper with you. fl, 

Anſw. SoLowon ſhall anſwer for me, 
Prov. I. 3 3. The Eaſe (as it is in the Mar- De 
gent) of the S mple ſhall flay them, and thefÞp, 
Proſperity of Fools ſhall deſtroy them. 

1. Tnouv art under the Law ſtill; and 
tho' there is a Goſpel, it is to thee az 
tho' there was none; for thou haſt not 
made thy Appeal to Chriſt in the Go 
ſpel, but reſteſt in thy old State ; and 
ſo art under the Law, and the Curſe of 
it to this Day. Thou art a poor Þ- an 
tho' thou haſt Thouſands of Gold and 
Silver, tor thou art cvery Moment lia 
ble to be caſt into the Priſon of Hell: 
and whi ſt others have their Door Poſts 
ſprinkled with protecting Blood, every 
Step thou doſt take, whether withit 
Doors or without, is in extream Danger. 

Us: HI. Exiortat.on. Seek after Fot. f 

vweneſe of Sin abe ve all Things in the . 
World. How fit y ma) that of our Lo'd 


and but. one Thing is abſolutcly needtul I 4 
be in carnei}. thy Life lies at take, t A 
So | is at ſtake, thy eternal Felicity 0l 
Woe is at ſtake; if thou ert andone 


thou art unuone tor ever: II tho. ta 


aue 
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any Thoughts or Deſign of taking hold 
ot pardoning Mercy, be —_ ; in what- 
ſoever Caſes thou delayeſt, yet make no 
Delays here: Hell fills daily through 
YEPxESUMPTION and DxLar, Go to the Ant 
thou Sluggard, Prov. 6. 4, 5. conſider her 
Ul ways and be wiſe, who having no Guide, Over- 
us er, or Ruler, prepareth her Food in the Sum- 
VE mer, and gathereth her Meat in the Harveſt. 
Mot. 1. In that very Day thou doſt 
p begin to be happy, wherein thou doſt 
begin to look out after a pardon'd 
State ; Pſal. 32. 1, 2. Bleſſed is he whoſe 
Vranſgreſſion is forgiven, and whoſe Sin is 
Never d. Bleſſed is the Man to whom the 
5 ord doth not impute Iniqu ty. And then 
| comes true Joy, when Salvation comes 
Mo thy Houſe, ro thy Soul: When God 
us at Peace with thee, all is Peace. Mat. 2. 
very one that ſceks his Pardon ſhall 
e ſure to obtain it: ſa. 55. 7. Seek ye 
e Lord while he may be ound; let the 
* nrighteors Man return unto the Lord, and 
a have Mricy upon him, and to our 
p24, and he will avundantly pardon. 
 Objeft. Ir forgiving Mercy be thus 
tee, then why do any Periſh? 
Anſw.' ot are wiio ly taken up with 
he World, and iooſe themſelves n the 
E 2 Throng, 


yn 
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Throng, and forget God; others are 
ſenſual, and abandon and give up them- 
ſelves to the Enjoyment of their Luſts; 
and cannot be perſuaded, that there are 
better Pleaſures in Heaven, than the Plea- 
ſures of Sin. Others have ſo ſinn'd and 
griev'd the Spirit ſo far, that he will no 
more do his Office for them. The Lord 
Chriſt would pardon any Penitent Be- 
liever, who comes to him, and asks it: 
but Souls can't come without the Spi- 
rit's Help; and they have ſo griev'd 
him, that he will not nelp or lead them 
to Chriſt. 


SERMON III. 


7-5 > 4 
< Luke ii. 43------ 47. 
Simon anſwere and ſaid, I ſuppeſe that h 
to whom he forgave moſt: Aud he ſai, 
unto bim, Thou haſt rightly judged. Ani 
he turned to the Miman, and ſaid um 
Simon, Seeſt thou this Human? I entre. 
into thine Houſe, thou gaveſt me no Wi 
ter for my Feet; bu. ſhe hath waſhed 
Feet with Tears, and wiped them ui 
+ 
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the Hairs of her Head. Thou gaveſt me 
no Kiſs ; but this Woman, ſince the Time 
1 came in, hath not ceaſed to kiſs my 
Feet. My Head, with Oyl, thou didſt not 
anvoint ; but this Woman hath anointed 
my Feet with Ointment. Wherefore I ſay 
unto thee, her Sins, which are many, are 
forgiven, for ſbe loved much; but to whom 
Little is forgiven, the ſame loveth Little. 


E come now to the Third 
Thing in this excellent and 
affecting Story, that is, her 
Publick Abſolution, or our Lord's De- 
claration of her Pardon. He goes on 
ſtill talking with Simon, who was to be 
inftructed by this Inſtance. 
Ix the Words we have, 

1. Our Lord's Boaſt of the Love of 
this Penitent:  Seeſt thou this Woman ? 
Thou didft cenſure her as a great Sin- 


ner, ſee how the mourns, as tho. never 


didſt: Sceſt thou this Roman! How ſhe 
loves as thou never didſt? He is as 
much plcas'd with her Repentance and 
Return, as ever he was offended at her 
ſinful Wandrings from him. He even 
triumphs in his, Conqueſt of a poor 


Sinner, as tho' it was ſome. very con- 


3 ſiderable 


fiderable Gain to himſelf: It tirould be 
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delightful to us to ſce, how he tri. 
umphs in his People; Deut. 33. 29. Hap- 
fy art thou, O. Iſrael! who is Irke unti 
thee!” O People ſaved by the Lord! thy 
Shield of thy Help, and who is the Sword 
of thy Excellency ! So- ſhould we triumph 
in God, Mich E/ latter. No is. a Gu 
like unto the e, that pardoneth Iniquity, and 
paſſeth by the Tranſgreſſion of the Remnant 
of bis Heritage? 

2. Tu Parallel he runs between S: 
mon's Love and hers. She was not a- 
mam'd to come into the Houſe before 


fo much Company, and to own Jeſus| 
Chriſt; ſhe is aſham'd of her paſif 


Sins, but not aſham'd of her preſent 
Repentance : But ſhe does (as all true 
Penitents will) take all the fit and pro- 
per ways of ſhewing it. A true Pe- 


nitent deſires; that thoſe that were Wit-| 


neſles of his former Vanity, may be 
Witneſſes of his Repentance, and the 
Change of his Courſe ; that ſo- rhe 
Scandal that did accompany his Sin, 


may be remov'd4 Simon receiv'd- out 


Eord with {@ much Coldneſs, that be 
gave him no Water to waſh his Feet, 
aftex the Manner of that Country, in 

| receiy 


** 1 S 


1 
1 


The EOVINSG PENITENT. 103 


receiving their Gueſts : Whereas Mag- 
dalen brought Tears enough wherew:;th 


(though there was Linneh enough in 


in Teſtimony of her Eſteem and Love” 


ſhe many, and to my Feet; Lovx 
THINKS NOTHING MEAN. Magdalen pre- 
pares coſtly O'intments for his Feet, 
whilſt Simon had none for his Head. 

3. CyxisrTs Declaration gf her Par- 
don; her Sins, which are many, are 
forgiven her; God knows the Number 
of our Sins, when he pardons them. 
There is a twofold Pardon; one in the 
| Conſcience before God; this is pro- 
<< perly by Faith: Therefore the Lord 
>| Chriſt aſcribes it to her Faith, when he 
*Þ is talking with Magdalen. The other 
t· Publick, which requires the outward 
xj Teſtimonies of Works, that the Con- 
<< verſion of the Soul may be manifeſted : 
& Therefore our Lord mentions. Love 
„and Works to the Phariſee. | 
rn” > Oueſt. WE RE not her Sins pardon'd 
x betore now? 
of -Azſw. Yes ! but her Pardon is more 
in Authentick, when pronounc'd by the 


y E Mouth 


to do this; he gave him 197 owel, ſhe, 
ſuch an Houſe) makes uſe of her Hair # 


Thou (ſays our Lord) gave me no Kiſs, 
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Mouth of jeſus Chri:t: She belicy'd, 
and repented, before ſhe came into the 
Houſe, and was pardon d before God: 
And wh.lit ſhe is giving outward pub- 
tick Teſtimonies of her Repentance and 
Faith, ſhe receives a more plain and 
full Aſſurance of Goa's Reconciliation 
to her; and ſhe has the Publick Scal of 
Heaven ſct to her Pardon: And fo tis 
with us; the more we ſhew of the 
Fruits of Grace, generally God gives 
us the tuiler and clearer Evidences. 
Oucft. 2. Was this her Love a Love 
of Merit antecedent to her Pardon, or 
was it a Love of Gratitude or Thank- 
fulneſs that did follow her Pardon ? 
Aiiſw. Ir was a Love of Thanktul- 
nef; only, that did follow her Pardon 
and flow from it. Some tranilate and 
rcad the Words, wherefore ſhe loved much. 
Belidcs : our Saviour's Qaeition implies 
it; tor he is enquiring which of the 
two forgiven Debtors would love him 
molt ? Forgivencis will breed Love in 
both their Hearts, but in which will 
Le the molt Love found? A Man can- 
not love God till he loves him firſt, 
nor till he believes the Love of God to- 
wards him: Love flows from Fein 
an 
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and riſes or falls as Faith does: Love 
is nothing worth without Faith, nor 
can it ſo much as exiſt or live in the. 


Soul without it *. 


Obſerv. 1. AssVURANCE of the For- 
giveneſs of Sin does not looſen the 
Heart. into Carcleſsneis towards God, 
but rather on the other hand, makes. 


jt better, much better. It excites Re- 


pentince, Ezek. 16. 62, 63. I will eſta- 
bliih my Covenant. with thee, and thou ſhalt: 
know that I am the Lord; that thou may ſt. 


remember and be confounded, and never o- 


pen thy Mouth any more, becauſe of thy: 
Shame, when I am pacifi.d towards thee for 


all that thou haſt done, ſaith the Lord. x 


Tim. 1. 13--—16. Th Grace of our Lord 
beſtowed on me, ſays he, was exceeding a- 
buadant with Faith and Love which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. 2. It draws out Love; 
we love him becauſe he ji ft loved us, 1 John. 
4. 19. Chriſt expects Love in ſuch, and 


he has what he expects; for tis the 


Nature of true Grace which comes 


from God, to draw the Soul to God . 
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Love knits the Heart, whilſt Suſpicio th) 
looſens it, and breeds Diſtruſt, Diſtruſſi an 
breeds Deſpair, and Deſpair breed ſus 
Hatred. 3. Aſſurance of Forgivenelf | 
breeds Fear and Awe, Pſal. 130. A his 
There is Mercy. with thee that. thou may} do 
be feared. Hoſea 3. 5. They ſhall fear ti of 
Lord and his Goodneſs in the latter Day da 
4. Holineſs, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Having the ne: 
Promiſes, let us cleanſe our ſelves from all gre 
filthineſs of Eleſh and Spirit, perfecting Hi the 
lineſs in the fear of the Lord. the 
Obſerv. 2. Tur Love of the. pardon Lv 
Sinner fhould hold ſome proportioſ Re 
with the Love and Mercy of God, thaf my 
pardoned great and many Sins; hen . 
Matthew the Publican loved more thay be 
Simon the Phariſee in the Text: Publiſ inc 
cans and Harlots love Jeſus Chriſt morg a ſ 
than Civil Moral Perſons after the Conf | 

verſion of both; becauſe they have ſec! 
more Sin in themſelves, and have perſj : 
| ceived themſelves to have been neare He 
1 Hell than the others. id 
| | | O ru let this Story here ftrilj 
1 the Cenſorious Spirit dead for ever I hir 
| {ay not, ſuch are grievous Sinners, thei 
had more Sins pardoned to them thay of 


] 


Ehad ; but if ſuch a Thought ariſes | 
thy 
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— At 


ol thy Heart, learn from this Scripture to 
off anſwer it thus; poſſibly they love Je- 
dl ſus Chriſt more than I do. | 
cj Do not ſtrip God of the Glory of 
his pardoning Grace. You'll ſay, When 
do I ſo? I anſwer, When the greatneſs 
WMof thy Sins diſpirits thee, . and thou. 
29 dareſt not come to him for Forgive-- 
bf neſs: Thus Cain, Gen. 4. My Sin is: 
all greater than can be forgiven. Whereas + 
Hi thou ſhouldeſt ſay, Lord! Take thou 
the Glory of thy pardoning Grace, and 
n Iwill ſet my ſelf to make thee ſuitable” 
io Returns of Love and Thankfulneſs all 
haf my Days. a 5 
ne Doct. Tur pardoned Soul cannot but 
141 be very Thankful and Loving. And 
blij indeed a. thanktul and loving Heart is-: 
orf a ſure Evidence of a pardoned State. 
on I would enquire,. 
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perch I. How does Love riſe up in the- 
are Heart of a-pardoned. Sinner, and ſhew-- 
itſelf. 

rig II. He who has his Sins forgiven 
er him. cannot but Love. 

III. Sucn a Love is a ſure Evidence 

of a pardoned State. | 

IV. Uses of the whole. 


1. How 
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I. How. does Love ſpring up in the 


— I * 


* 


Breaſt of a pardoned Sinner, and ſhewi / 


it ſelt. 5 | „ 


1. Ir ſprings from Gratitude : There 
ts in ſuch a kind Reſentment, a thank- 
ful Senſe: of what the Lord has done 
for them; and this it is that kindles 
their Love to the Lord, this breeds ſuch 
an Affection as is ſtrong and coſtly ; 
David ſo loves, that he is reſolved he 
will not offer to the Lord that which coſts 
him nothing; nor does our Loving Pe- 
nitent here in the Text, but brings 
with her a very coſtly Box of Ointment 
tho: for his Feet: She does not think 
that too gpad for his Feet, waich o- 
thers did think too. good for his Head, 
God's Love to- us breeds Love in us tc 
him, Pſal. 116. 1. I will love the Lord be 
cauſe he hath heard my Voice and my Sup 1 
plications ; becauſe he hath cnclined his Eat | 
unto me, therefore will I call upon him as 


CP . . = TT Wo. a= 


long as I live; ver. 12. Hat jhall I ren) | 


der to the Lord for all his Benefits towards } 
me? Davids Language is the Language] 
of the pardoned Soul all his Days 
What, O what ſhall I render? 
2. Ir ſtands much in deſire and long 
ing after Chriſt, P/al. 63. 8. My Su 
* follow 


G. 
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the elbe Bard af ter God Tſai. 26. 8. The de- 
ew fire of our Soul is to thy wg and to the- 
I remembrance of thee, Pſal. 42. 1. As the 
ere Hurt pants after the fate. Brooks, fo pans. 
nk. teth my Soul after thee, O God; my Soul” 
one thirſteth for God, for the living God, when: | 
les hall 1 come and appear before God: This: ml 
ach] Soul cannot enjoy it ſelf when it does. mn 
not enjoy God. Goa's Abſence makes. 
he it ſick, God's Preſence reſtores it again: 
coſts and fills it with Joy. If oitward Mer-- 
Pe · cies content and ſatisfie us, then we love 
ngsf this World beſt, and are Worldly; but 
ent when all Things go well with us, yer 
ink they do not ſatisfie us, becauſe we have 
o- not the Preſence of God with us, tis 
ad. a good Sign, for none but Divine Souls 
toff can make their Appeal to God, Pal. 
be- 30. 5: Inu his Favonr is their Life, and 
p- that all the Comfort and Sweetneſs of 
Ear 1t depends thereon. 
d 3. As it grows upon us, it brings us 
en · into a more full, into an univerſal ſub- 
rd jection te God, 1 John 5. 3. This is the 
age Love of God, that we ke-p his Command- 
s ments, and his Commanaments are not grie- 
vous; they were grievous formerly in 
ng an unrenewed State, whilſt our Nature 
dau had nothing in it but Sin; but tis 2 
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ſo now; for the Conſtitution of the new 
Nature is Love, (hence thoſe thar. are 
God's People ate ſaid to dwell in Love) 
and Love to God makes us to find an 
Agrecableneſs and Suitablencſs in all 
Things that: we know do pleaſe him. 
This Love I am ſpeaking of, will grow 


higher and higher, until it reaches Hea- 


ven, and the Soul is ever unſatisfied till it 


gets thither; Song 8. laſt. Make haſt my, | 
Beloved, and be thou like to a Roe, or to a 
young Hart upon the Mountains of Spices. 


Queſt. Bur is Love always Active? 


Anſw. Love is a.leading Grace, and 


cannot lie hid; for it will-incline us ta 
follow the Pleaſure and Orders of the | 
Perſon whom we love. 'Tis ſo in ſenſual | 


Love, Prov. 7. H goes after her ſtraitways, 
And ſo tis in Divine, 4d, 9. 6. Lord! 
what wilt thou Lave me to do ? He gives 
up his Will asa Blank; Lord, write thy 


own Demands down, they ſhall here- | 
after be complicd.with. Hence there is 
no Decay in ſpiritual Duties that we 
owe to God, till there is a Decay. in our 
Love. Rev. 2. 4. 1 have ſomewhat. againſt 


thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt Love. 


Pormer Labours did nor abate till there 
was an Abatement of Love. Again! 
Love. 
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wk Love will creep where it cannot go, and 
reis in Pain till it can ſtudy and find out 
e) ſome way to expreſs it ſelf, The liberal 
an Soul deviſeth liberal Things. And Pſal. 
al 116. 12. What ſhall I render, &C. 
n. 4. THe height of it in this World is, 
wh} complacential. Delight. in God. God. 
a- is his Solace, Pſal. 16. 5, 6. The Lerd is 
it the Portion of mine Inheritance. The Lines 
'y, || are fallen to me in pleaſant Places; yea, I 
4 have agoodly Heritage. His Solace and De- 
light in Adverſity, Hab. 3. 17. Altho the 
Eng- Dee ſhall no: Bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit 
> be ia the Vines, the Labour of the Olive ſhall 
a} fail, and the Fields ſhall yield no Meat, the 
'e | Flock ſhall be cut off from the Fold, and 
al | there jball be no Herb in the Stalls; yet I. 
S. will rejoice in the Lord, I-will joy in the. 
God of my Salvation. And tho he has 
s many worldly Things to delight him in 
y | Proſperity, . yet God is then his chief 
- Delight and Solace; Ia. 64. 10. 1 with 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my Soul ſball be 
Joyful in my God, for he hath cloathed me 
with the Garments of Salvation, he hath co- 
vered me with the Rabe of Righteouſneſs... 
And the Church, you fee, ſets this a- 
gainſt, or above all; ſhe is poſſcſs'd of 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and of the 
Graces. 
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Graces of his Spirit; and that is e- 
nough (unleſs in an Hour of Temprta- 


tion) and more than enough for the 


holy Soul. 


Object. O zur I can't ſay, IT have this 


Delight in Jeſus Chriſt. 


Anſw. Bur can you not value your 

Intereſt in him more than you would a 
great Eſtate on Earth? When you be- 
hold the Spicndor and pompous Show 
of great Perſons, docs not then a ſenſe | 


of your. Intereſt in a better World give 
you a ſecret Pleaſure, and a more real | 


and ſolid Gladneſs, than the Increaſe of 


their Corn and Wine, and Oil gave to 


them? But you are to conſider, that 
there are many Degrees of Love lower 
than this. I have ſaid already, that this 
is the higheſt of all. If thou canſt not. 
find the higher, tis well if thou canſt 
find ſome of the lower Actings of Grace. 


in thy Heart; if thou canſt but long 


after Jeſus Chriſt and Acquaintance with 


him: for ſuch are undęr a gracious Pro- 
miſe, Pſal. 107. 9. He ſatisfieth the longing 
Ae filleth the hungry Soul withGoodneſs. 


IId. Thing; He who has his Sins 
forgiven, cannot but Love. For, 


1. In 


has redeemed them. Rev. 


1 


— 
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Pee 


1. Ir is owing to tie Nature of 
Grace ; it is a Beam from God, and 


draws the Soul to God. But of this 


already. 
2. Tür conſider what he has done 


for em; that whoſoever poſſeſſes his 
leſſer BleM ing, the Mercies of the lower 
Spring, yet he has given them his very 
beſt of all, even Jeſas Chriſt, and all 
good Things with him; Rom. 2 32. He 
5. And 


| waſhed them from their Sins in * Own 


Blood. That he has, by ſo doing, de- 


477 
| 


liver d them from Wrath to come, 


|: Theſſ. 1. laſt. and at the ſame Time 


given them a Right and Title to an 


Inheritance bright and glorious ; 1 Pet. 


1. 4. To an Inheritance incorruptible and un- 
defiled, that fadeth not away, reſerued in 
Heaven for you. And then, that he 
| ſhould do all this by hs own Death, a 
coſtly way of ſhewing Love, 1 John 3. 


16. To affect thy Soul, turn thine Eye 


to Mar. 26. 38, 39. ſce how hg. redeem'd 
| thee, by putting himſelf into thy Place, 


and bearing the Wrath of God due to 


every one of thy Sins: It muſt be a very 
grievous Pain indeed, that made him 
cry out, My Soul is exceeding forrowful, 
N 


r 
ti 
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even unto Death; that is, if the God co 
head did not ſupport the Human Na an 
ture, I ſhould die under the preſſing ha 
Weight of it. Now, at this Time, a 

thy Sins were charg' d upon him, and hei pe 
anſwerd for em all: Fhy Pains and] ou 
Sorrows which thou ſhouldſt have born, du 
| and were due to thee for them, he bear Pr 
| them all, and bear them off from thee 8 
| for ever: which Pains, had they been] of 
| laid upon thee, muſt have lain. on thee} = 
| to all Eternity. th 


IIId Tuid. I come now eto ſhew;| 

| that ſuch a Love is a ſure Evidence of af is 

| pardon'd State. ' ba 
= 1. Ir is ſo. There may be more Evi-f {a 

| dences beſides this; but there is no one nc 
Fhing that carries a more full and ſure m 
Evidence along with it; for-this ſnews, w 
that Grace has melted the Heart, and le 
ſoftned the Will, As 9. 6. By the H 
Fall, Man loſt all his Love to God, and] th 
did ſo hate him, that he could not bear} T 
to be in his Preſence. Hence you know is 
our firſt Parents run for it as ſoen as L 
they hear the Vo.ce of God approach - re 
ing towards em. That which was be- E 
fore Man's great Delight, is now be- w 
come 


—— 1 
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Jhe LovinG PrNITEN&T. 11 5 


come his great Torment; he hates God, 
and is therefore perſuaded that God 
hates him. Now the way to cure this 
Averſion to God, is to beget in Mana 
hej perſuaſion that God loves him, and here 
nd] our Love always begins: his Love pro- 
rn duces ours, and our Love to him is a 
ar Proof that he has lov'd us firſt ; 1 Cor. 
cel 8 3. Hany Man love God, the ſame is known 
en of him. 

cel 2. War kind of Love muſt this be, 
that will make up ſuch an Evidence that 
Souls are in a pardon d State? 


wil (..) Ir muſt be a ſupream Love, or it 


F af is not a true Love; Pſal. 73. 25. Mom 


have I in Heaven but thee 2 Even all the 
vi · ſaved Tribes in that upper World would 


ne not be able to give ſatisfying Entertain- 
ire} ment to an holy Soul, if God ſhould 
vs, withdraw himſelf from them; tho' he 
nd} left them his Local Heaven to dwell in. 
he He that comes to me, and hates not his Fa- 
nd ther and Mother, cannot be my Diſciple. 
rar That Love which we owe to Parents, 
www] Is to be ſo much inferior to that 
as Love we owe to God, that for that 
:h-j| reaſon it is called Hatred: ſupream 


when our Love to Chrilt is controul'd 


Eove is certainly ſincere Love. But 


and: 
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and overborn ſo often by aimolt every 
Creature-Object, how can it other wile 
be, but that our Spirits muit be op- 
preſs 'd with Doubts and Fears? 

(2.) Tuts you muſt not judge of by 
paſſionate Motions, but by a conitant 
ſeddy Diſpoſition and Temper. Out- 
ward Things are more near us, (as [ 
{aid above) and give a more ſudden 
ſtart to our Affections than ſpiritua 
Objects: But do not form a judgment 
of thy ſelf by deſultory Frames, but by 
the general Bent of thy Heart, and the 
Tenour and Scope of thy Walk. We 
lament over the Coffin of a Relation, 
yet feel a more inward heavy Trouble 
on the Account of our Sin, and our di- 
ſtance from God. We laugh aloud at 
ſome ſurprizing Accident, tho but a 
Trifle ; but feel a more ſolid and laſt- 
ing Joy, becauſe we have met with God 
in an Ordinance. 


—— 


Uss. Exhortation. Clear up thy Love 


to Jeſus Chriſt, and then make it thy] 


Buſineſs to advance in Love more and 
more. 

1. CI FEAR up to thy ſelf that thon 
doſt love him. In order to this, take 


theſe 


F . . . ̃ œ a mo 
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theſe two Rules. (1.) Try thy ſelf by 
that which will not deceive thee, by 
that which, if thou findeſt in thee, will 
prove thy Union with Jeſus Chrilt. 
(2.) If yon cannot find it out upon 
Search at firſt, do not fit down diſcou- 
rag d, or walk in defpondency ; but ſet 
upon the Exerciſe of Grace, and Grace 
will be more eaſily diſcern'd when 'tis 
in Exerciſe; as you can more eaſily diſ- 
cern the Bowl when running, than when 
lying {till : He that hath my Commandments 
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and 
he that loveth me, ſhall be loved of my Fa- 
ther, and I will love him, and manifeſt my 
felf to him. 

2. Maxz it the great Buſineſs of thy 
Life, to advance in Love to him more 
and more: Nu that love the Lord, hate E- 
vil ; ſhew thy Love by flying from Sin: 
Let us think we hear him ſay from 
Heaven, O do not this and that ubomina- 
ble Thing that I hate. Thy ſinful care- 
leſs Walk diſhonours God ten times 


more than the Sins and careleſs Walk 


of other Men: Neither God, nor the 
Men of the World exp=& that from 0- 
thers that they expect from Profeſſors. 
Sin will wound thy Conſcience, and 

thou 


r . r _— i. FY SAMS CAE _— * 


118 The LOVING PENITENT. 


— 


thou knoweſt not when it will be heal- 
ed again; it will weaken thy Faith, it 
will damp thy Spirit, and blot thy E- 
vidences, and bring thee back into the 
Houſe of Bondage. 

Be very active and diligent for the 
Lord, Iſai. 6. 7, 8. as ſoon as the Pro- 
phet was told, that his Iniquity was 
taken away, how preſently he anſwers 
to the Call of God, Here am I, Lord ! 
ſend me. Thou ſhouldeſt aim to act 
high for God. 

Mot. 1. Lovs is a choice Affection, 
and was planted in thy Soul for noble 
Purpoſes ; that by that thou mighteſt 
be drawn to Chriſt, and draw others 
alſo with thee. 'Tis too delicate an Af- 
fect on to be ſquandered away upon 
vain or worldly Objects. 

2. Farrn gives us an Intereſt ; Love 
brings this Intereſt into fight with our 
ſelves ; then we can ſee our own Love 
beſt when we are acting our Love, and 
this Exerciſe of Love brings us in lar- 
ger Manifeſtations of Chriſt's Love, 
John 14. 23. M Father will love him, 
and we wil! come Mio him, and make our 
abode with him. 


S E R- 
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SERMON IV. 


n 


Luke vii. 48, 49, 50. 

Aud he ſaid unto her, Thy Sins are forgi- 
ven; and they that ſate at Meat with 
him hegan to. ſay within themſelves, ho 

7 is this that forgiveth Sins alſo ? And he 

+ | ſaid to the Woman, Thy Faith hath ſaved 

thee, go in Peace. f 


+ LL )E are now come to the laſt 
f Thing in this moſt excellent and 
8 
1 


moſt affecting Story, which is, 
the Settlement of this poor Woman's 
Conſcience, in that Peace which paſſes 
all Underſtanding of thoſe that have 
not known it by Experience. 

Ir was a gainful Viſit this poor Sin- 
ner made here to her Lord, and well 
rewarded. I know not how far we | 
may credit the Report of that Eccleſi- | 
aſtical Writer f, who tells us, That | 4 
Mary Magdalen was perſwaded to go to ; 
hear Chriit, becauſe hewas recommend- E 


. — 
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n 


ed as 2 very handſome Man : But this 

I know, ſhe obtained by going that 

Peace of Conſcience that laſted her thro' 

her Life. | 
In theſe Words we have, 

1. CHRITST's Declaration of her Par- 
don repeated: Miniſters may ſpeak 
good concerning the State of the Soul 
that 1s conſulting with him; but we 
lay on a Plaiſter that will not Rick, will 
not take place; the Lord Chriſt muſt 
himſelf pronounce Forgiveneſs, before 
a Penitent Sinner can take up Comfort, 
J creat? the Fruit of the Lips, Peace, Peace. 

2. Trxzrx Offence who fate at Meat, 
becauſe rhey did ſuppoſe him to be no 
more than Man. No Man, no nottinat J 2. 
loity Man at Rome, can forgive Sin; this Pard 
belongs only to God; Jai. 45. 23. J. Ve 
even I am he that blotteth cut thy Trauſ or : 
greſſions for my own ſake. Men may for- 
give themſelves, their Companions may 
acquit them, as one Priſoner may his 
Fellow · Pr iſoner, but we mult !ook up 
to him to abſolve us, who has Power 
of Condemn tion in his Hind, Kn. 
8. 33. Ho ſhall lay any Thing to the 
Charge of God's El.& ? It i God that jus 
ti fiethᷣ. | | 


3. Our 


— 
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3. Qux Lord's gracious Diſmiſſion 
this Woman, notwithſtanding their 
ar ping at her; as if he had ſaid, Wo- 
nan | many will flight thee, having 
deen a great Sinner, and Satan will en- 
eavour to trouble and vex thy Conſci- 
ace, but live upon me by Faith, (as 
hou haſt begun) and fromi this Day, 
ſince I have pronounced thee a par- 
loned Perſon) let thy Breaſt be a calm 
Region, even as the Temple of Peace 
or ever. Where, 

1. Tur Honour the Lord Chriſt puts 

. Boon Faith, as being a very great and 
xcellent Inſtrament in our Salvation, 
nd alſo in the ſettling our Peace. 
2. His ſteadineſs in giving out both 
ardon and Comfort to his Children; 
he Lord is not 4 Man that he fhculd lie, 
or the Sun of Man that he ſhould repent. 

Go in Peace! True Peace fol!ows 
aith. Such know how they came by 
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c Back- Door, and does not come to 
s in an, Qrdinance way, Soul! thou 
rt to ſuſpect it. 


. 

e | Olſerv. nd W RR there is a deep ſenſe 

If Guilt, there nceds a repeated De- 

ation of Forgiveneſs; partly fiom 
12 F Satan's 


* 


neir Peace; when Peace creeps in at 


WIE 2 


1 


| Satan's Oppoſition, who will. ſpoil out 


25s O Fools, and flow of Heart to beli 
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Comforts, tho' he cannot hinder ou 
Salvation ; and partly from the ſlow 
neſs of the Heart to believe, Luke 


all that the Prophets have ſaid. This isa 
much above Natural Reaſon, as it i gr. 
above our Deſert, that God ſhould free me 
ly forgive Sin; hence Nature is whol 89 
ly poz'd, and cannot help us in beliel the 
ving ; but on the-contrary, thinks the the 
News too great to be true, Luke laſ th) 
41. They believed not for joy, and wonder i ha 
2. Farrn is of marvellous Uſe to Beff M. 
lievers, from firſt to laſt; Faith doefſthc 
not begin our Juſtification, and theiſ de! 
leave it to Works to continue our Ju tan 
{tification and Peace with God. No not 
but to the laſt, Faith produces Loveſ Ce 
and Thankfulneſs, and thoſe Works that} dai 
teſtify theſe, it runs thro' them all, ien! 
ives Life and Acceptation to them al 

t keeps them up for perpetuity, and one 
from firſt to at, it may and muſt bgvou 
ſaid, Thy Faith hath ſaved the. 


Pea 


3. God never repents of the Acts 0! 
his Grace, or calls it back from the Per 
ſon on whom he has beſtowed it, Ron} 1 
11. 29. The Gifts and Callings of God an | 


witho 
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without Repentance, Luke 15. the Prodi- 
gal is received with mighty Joy, and 
Al the, ſigns off an hearty Welcome ; 
upon this the Elder Brother is highly 
Nifpleas d: But obſerve | God does not 
withdraw his Ring, and other Favours 
granted him, becauſe of the Reſent- 
ment of the other Son; but the Mirth 
goes on, notwithſtanding the Anger of 
iel the Elder Brother. The Cenſures of 
the World may poſſibly too often damp 
thy Joy, but it ſhould not be ſo ; thou 
Þ haſt been a great Sinner, and the Civil 
Nan envies thee the Grace of God, and 
the Comforts of the Goſpel ; and won- 
ders thou ſhould'ſt have hes Acquain- 
Itance with Spiritual Joy which he has 
Inot, and therefore wildly diſpenſes his 
vel Cenſures. Now Soul! let not theſe 
hat damp thy Joy in Chriſt, they ſhould 
i only increaſe thy Humiliation. 
al Def. Wurd the Lord Chriſt has 
flonce pronounced Forgiveneſs of Sin, 
Souls ſhould no more doubt, but go in 
Peace ever after that Voice. 


Per Tux Method. 
aon I. Wu EN does Jeſus Chriſt pronounce 
alto us che Forgiveneſs of our Sins ? 


ho 2; 4 
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II. Svcn Souls ſo forgiven, ſhould 
doubt no more, but gqyin Peace. 
III. Answrx this Obje&ion, Then 
why have the Godly generally no more 
Peace. 
IV. Usrs of the whole. 


I. Warn does Jeſus Chriſt pronounce 
Pardon to us? 

1. WH+N he brings us under the Pro- 
miſe of Pardon, and works that in us to 
which the Promiſe does belong: 
when the Lord Chriſt ſays, That Repen- 
tance and Rem Gon of Sins be preach'd to all 
Nations. If I find Repentance wronght 
in me, then I am come under the Pro- 
miſc of Remiſſion. We do not expect 
that our Lord thould draw back the 
Curtains of Hcaven, and call to us by 
Name, as he did to Saul; or vitlibly 
turn to us, as he did to this Woman, and 
{ay to us, with an audible Noice, Thy 
Sins are forgiven thee : But when his 


Word, the only ſtated Rule of Com- 
merce between God and us, declares ns 
in a pardon'd State, then we are to go 
in Pcace ; for Chriſt 
pardon'd Ones. 


has pronounc'd us 


2. Tus 


1166 


As 
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2. Tuts is more plain, when beſides 
this, he does alſo, by his Spirit, ſeal ue. 
Believers have a ſealing Time ſooner or 
later; and generally 'tis at firſt Conver- 
fion, Epheſ. 1. 13. After that ye believa, 
you were ſea'ed with the Holy Spirit of Pro- 
miſe. He peaks of the Coriathians, 2 Cor. 
1. 22. as of Perſons walking under their 
S:al, and carrying up and down the 
Earncſt of the Spir:t in their Hearts: 
not expreſſing the Time of receiving, 
but only that they had it, and were 
very happy therein. 


II. Such ſhould go in Peace ever al- 
ter, and doubt no more. 

1. Trey ſhould do ſo; it is their 
Duty, and 'tis alſo their Privilege, 1 Job 
5. 13. Theſe Thing, have 7 written' unto 
u that believe &n the Nime of the Son of 
God, that ye may know that ye have Eter- 
ual Life. You ſee there, God would have 
his Children walk under the Aſſurares 
of his Love, becauſe it is moſt ſor the 
Honour of God, and it puts a Credit 
upon his Ways, and becanſe he tækes 
Pleaſure in the Proſperity of his Ser- 
vants, Pſal. 35. 27. and becauſe Aſſu- 
rance of the Love of God fits them for 

F 4 Ser- 
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Service; His Joy is their Strength, Neh. 
8. 10. as it quickens our Graces, and 
makes their Odours flow, Song 4. 16. as 
it mortifics our Luſts; ſpiritual Love and 
Joy drive out Carnal; and the Soul will 
let go Carnal Pleaſure when it has Spiri- 
tual. Now he can want his former Sweet: 
neſſes, having found more ſweetneſs in 
God, as it makes religious Duties plea- 
fant, Job 22. 26, 27. Then ſhalt thou have 
thy Delight in the Almighty, and ſhalt lift 
up thy Face unto God. Thou ſhalt make th) 
Prayer unto him, aud he ſhall hear thee. 
Ir 1s no Vertue to be always doubt- 
ing; the Word bids us believe, but ne- 
ver bids us to doubt; Be not faithlefs, 
{that is, neither to God's Honour, not 
Comfort to thy ſelf ) but believing. Haw 
nah, when bleſſed by Eli, went away ſa⸗ 
ticfed, and her Countenance was no more 
fad. How much more oughteſt thou to 
reſt thy Soul on the Word of the great 
High Prieit of the Goſpel], Jeſus Chriſt? 
Object. O zur I cannot but doubt after 
all the Manifeſtations of Chriſt to my 
Soul. 
Anſio. Tatn charge it upon thy ſel 
as thy Sin, for ſo it is; and not a Ver- 
tue; for it comes from the Weakneſs of 


thy 
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thy Faith. Thou dareſt not give full 
Glory by believing; thou dareſt not 
commit thy ſelf to the Truth of God in 
his Promiſe. © Tis not from the Spi- 
« rit of God to doubt again, after we 
ce have been ſealed by the Spirit; for 
would the Holy Spirit contradi& him- 
ſelf? Would he (thinkeſt thou) undo 
his own Works? or unſay what he has 
ſaid? As he muſt do, if it was thy Duty 
to diſtruſt the Promiſe after belicving ; 
or to pull up thy Hopes by the Roots, 
after God has once ſettled and eſta- 
bliſh'd them. 

2. IAN from the unchangeable- 
neſs of God, who keeps Covenant for 
ever ; His Works, ſays Solomon, are for 
ever, and fo are all his Words; tho' we 
believe not, our Frames rife and fall, 
yet he abides faithful; 2 Tim. 2. 3. He 
cannot deny himſelf. Hence God takes the 
Perſpicuity of the Covenant of Nature, 
to ſettle and ſecure Induſtry and Dili- 
gence, in the World; God has promis d 
that he will drown the World no more, 
but will continue Seeds Time, and Har- 
veſt, Summer, and Winter, to ſet out the 
Perpetuity and Unchangeableneſs of the 
Covenant of Grace 8 Iſa. 54. 9, 10. This 
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is as the Waters of Noah unto me, 
(mark 'tis ſo to God, it ſhould be fo 
to us) for, as I have ſworn, that the 
Waters of Neah ſhould no more go ovary fa 
the Earth, fo have I ſworn that I would not 
be Mroth with thee, nor Rebuke thee ; for 4, 
the Mounains ſhall depart, and the Hills , 
ball be removed, but my Kindneſs ſhall not] 
depart from thee, neither ſhall the Covenant) 4. 
of my Peace be removed, ſaith the Lord that N 
hath Mercy ou thee. Sin may rife again] 5 
upon the2; vanquiſt'd Temptations, 
(thoſe at leaſt that ſeem'd ſo) may re- ;; 
new their Afaults; Frames may die; 
Grace may decay; Providence may 
frown ; but the Truth and Promiſe off ,, 
God made to a poor Sinner, will, like t 
the Pillars of Heaven, ſtand firm forever, 
3. Go in Peace! for God is not a Man 
thatihe ſhould lie, or the Sin of Man that he 
ſhould repent. Hath he ſpoken Peace to] 7 
the Soul, and ſhall he not make it good ? 1, 
Do but conſider the Properties of par- f 
doning Mercy. 0 
(1.) Foxgarvixs Mercy is free. There- 
| fore he is ſaid to pardon Sinners ron 


HIS OWN SAKt, and as it ran free at firſt, tl 
ſo it runs as free through all our Days. || ( 
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(2.) Cor.SLQ VENTLY irrevocable; Jer. 
31-34- 1 will forgive their Tniquities, I will 
remember . their Sins no more. They are 
ſaid to be ſet at the utmoſt Diſtance fi om 


us; Pal. 103. 12. As far as the Eaſt ts 
from the Miſt, ſo far hath he remov'd our 


Iniquities from us Once more! Thoſe 
whom God ſcals for his Children, he 
does not Seal them to a Weck, ar 
Month, or a Year: But Epheſ. 4. 30. 
Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, where- 
by you are ſealed 10 the Day of Redemp- 
£1077. 


III. I come to the Third Thing, to 
anſwer this Objection ; If it be thus 
then, Why are the Godly no more ſet- 
led in Peace ? 

1. Tur have a Right to this Peace, 
call'd therefore, Luke 10. 6. Sons of Peace. 
They hare the Grant of it, but they 
have not yet taken it up; they have 
ſubſcrib'd ro the Articles of Peace ot- 
ferd to them, Epheſ. 2. 17. The Loid 
Chriſt came and preached Peace to you, that 
were afar e, and to them that were nigh; 
they have conſented to be reconciled to- 
God in this Goſpel way: Now this 
Man is at Peace with God, becauſe he 
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is under God's Promiſe, that he ſhall be 
at Peace with him; Iſa. 27. 5. Let him 
take hold of my Strength, and be at Peace 
with me, and he ſhall be at Peace with mi. 
Now the Seeds of Peace are ſown in 
this Man's Heart, but they muſt haye 
Time to ripen and come up, Pſ. 106. laſt. 
2. Al the Children of God have it 
in ſome Degree or other; ſome have 
this Peace in the higheſt Degrees of it, 
Iſa. 48. 18 Like a flowing River; ſome 


have it in the loweſt Degrees of it, Heb. 


4. 3. We which have believed have entered 
(and it may be juft entred) into it. A- 
gain! not enter'd into Joy, but only in- 


to Reſt ; that is, Freedom from diſtreſ- 


ſing Doubts and Fears. Others til! 
there are, whoſe Convictions never 
ſmarted much, and therefore are ſoon 
forgotten, and they accordingly are care- 
leſs and ſlighry about this Matter; and 
are even but too well contented to live 


without it: But, Soul, canſt thou be 


contented ſo to die? ä 5 
3. Tur have not the Peace and Aſ- 
ſurance of the Goſpel ſettled in their 
Conſciences, becauſe they look upon it 
to be an extraordinary Thing; and 
either do not expect it at all, or expect 
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it in a miraculous way ; whereas there 
are Means preſcribed for us in the 
Word of God, whereby we might (in 
the conſcionable Uſe of them) come to 
the Knowledge of our happy State in 
Chriſt. Thou art to expect this in a 
way of Believing, whilſt thou art in 
the Exerciſe of thy Faith, God pours 
in his Peace. Rom. 15. 13. Now the 
God of H pe fill you with all Joy and 
Peace in believing. Faith introduces this. 


Peace into the Heart at firſt ; Rom. 5. 


1. Being juſtified by Faith, we have Peace 
with God. As our Faith advances and 
rows, ſo will our Peace ; as our Faith 


links, ſo will our Peace. 


We are therefore to dwell under all 
Goſpel-Ordinances, and to be acting 
Grace in them. We are not only to be 
acquainted with, but alſo to put our 
ſelves into the Commnnion of Saints: 
Is there a Goſpel-Church in the Place 


where thou dolt dwell ? Know then, 


tho' there may be ſome Difference as to 
Opinion, in ſome leſſer controverted 
Points, yet thou art called to join thy 
ſelf to the Society of the Childrey of 
God. God, by his Providence, has there 
planted thee ; his Providence going be- 

fore, 
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fore, directs thy way: no gracious Per- 
ſon is ta live, as a Lamb in a large Place, 
if thou doſt indeed believe that Article 
in thy Creed, touching the Communion 
of Saints; and haſt, moreover, good 
Hopes, through Grace, that the Lord 
bath acquaintea thee ſavingly with him- 
ſelf; thou art not 10 ſtand by thy ſelf, as 
holter than others; thou art not to walk 
alone in ſacred. Things. Sappoſing then 
that the Ordinances I ſpeak of, are ad- 
m-niftred to thy ſpiritual Edification, and 
thy Soul can find thas it feeds under 
them; thou art not to ſtand off from 
thoſe with whom thou haſt Hopes of 
living for ever in Glory, but art co walk | 
by that Rule in this Caſe; Haſt thor 
Faith, have it to. thy ſelf, Rom. 14. 2% 
Again, ver. 17. The Kingdom of God is not 
Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs, aud 
Peace, and J in the Hoh Ghoſt ; read the 
wl.ole Chapter. 85 
Tuus then being united to Chriſt by 
Faith, we are to ule our Faith, and to 
inure our ſelves to live by Faith on 
the Son of God; they that make the 
beſt uſe ofOrdinances,and converſe moſt 
with the Promiſes, theſe Perſons have 
the ſtrongeſt Faith, and they that have the 
5 ſtrong - 
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ſtrongeſt Faith, have moſt of this bleſ- 
{ed Peace. | 
ANorhEk means for the Attainment. 
hereof is this: Thou art to remember 


to carry it well to the Holy Spirit of 


God; for if we grieve him, he will 
grieve us, and not ſeal us for his own. 
We are with thankfulneſs to receive e- 
very Divine Afflatus, readily to com- 
ply with and cheriſh all his Motions.; 
to keep up a ſpiritual Frame; Qur Top 
rits ſhould be kept pure, and in à raiſed 
Frame, as waiting for the Wlapſes of 
the Holy Spirit, and ready to meet 
them. Thus Gods Spirit will more 
readily join himſelf with ours, and {ct 
on. his. Seal. The more cloſe. we walk 
with the Lord Chriſt, ordinarily be 
gives out the more of his Peace to ſuch ; 
Mat. 11. 29, Take my Pal upon you, and 
learn of me,» for I am moch and lowly, and 
ye ſhall find Reſt unto your Souls. But al- 
tho' we have all the three Witneſſes, the 
Spirit, and the Watcr, and Blood, dwel- 
ling in us; yet an unguarded Deport- 
ment, and. careleſs, Converſation, will 
ſtifle the Teſtimonies of thoſe Divine 
Witneſſes in thy Boſom; that either they 
will not give in their Teſtimony at all 

OL 


2 * . * 
8 — 2 2 122 F 
a 5 0 
"m4 o 1 y ” | - 
\ be Fran * * * 


— 


F3 
1 


134 The Loving BExITENT. 


U . = 
* 
* 
* 
1 


or do it with a Tow Voice: On the o- 
ther hand, as we enlarge our Acquaint- 
ance with God, ſo we ſhall enlarge our 
Peace; Job 22. 21. Acquaint now thy ſelf 
with him and be at Peace, thereby Good 
(that is, all Good) ſhall come unto thee. 
By degrees, we ſhall come to dwell un- 
der the Shadow of the Mediator, Pſal. 
140. laſt. And how ſweet that is, they 
only underſtand, that have had the Ex- 
perience of it. One word more! Weare 
to pray to the Spirit of God to do his 
Office ; that is, to bear Witneſs with our 
Spirits, that we arethe Children of God. Do 
we pray for this? But this muſt not be 
ob iter, and by the by, but we are to 
make a Buſineſs of it; to follow hard 
after him for it: As Pſal. 63. 8. And to 
give him no Reſt till he eſtabliſh this Peace 
in thy Soul; and ſhall ſay to thee, as to 
Magdalen, Go IN Pracx. 

Anſw. 4. Tur have this Peace of 
Chriſt but from their Ignorance, or the 
various Miſtakes they are under; they 
have no Peace in that Peace; they have 
it, and do not know that they have it; 
they have it and have it not. John 14. 4, 
5. Whither I go ye knou, and the Way ye 
now. Thomas ſaith anto him, ore we 
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Eno ꝛu not whither thou goeſt, and how can 
we kuow the way. | 

1. Tux ſuppoſe the Goſpel Peace or 
Aſſurance to be without all Doubts in 
others, whereas that cannot be ſo; 
1 Theſſ. 3. 10. becauſe there is always 
fomething lacking in our Faith. This Peace 


and Aſſurance does not throw out all 
Fears and Doubts, but keep them un- 


der, and give the Soul Repoſe in Chriſt, 
Pſal. 73. 26. 

2. ANorHER Miſtake is, they think 
it to be a fixed, conſtant, and un- 
variable Thing; and that they that 
once have it, always have it: whereas 
this ſettled Peace or Aſſurance comes 
and goes, riſes and falls, as the Spirit 
of God is pleas'd to ſhine, or diſap- 
pear, and he ſhines or diſappears oft- 
times for Trial, and oft- times according 
as we by our Carriage pleaſe or grieve 
him; Pſal. 51. 12. David had his Aſſu- 
rance, but by Sin he loſt it, and cries 
to have it reſtor d; Reſtore to me the Joy 
of thy Salvation, and eſtabliſh me with thy 
free Spirit. | 


Uſe. Exho RATIO to pardon'd Souls 


to make out this Point clearly to thy 
own 


8 —— Sea — a L . 
— — — — 


: : 
1 

7 

£ 

ey 

* 

19 

oy 

* 3 

| Y 
1 q 
; : 

* 

* 
N x 
wt 

N 

it 


bh. r 


—ͤ— — 
r,6 The Loving PNITENTr. 


own Soul, that thy Sins are pardon'd, 
and thcn go in Peace for ever. 

Brauch 1. Mak + out this Point with 
clearneſs. Did the Lo.d Chriſt never 
ſay to thee as he did to Maury Magda- 
l*n, Go in Peace. Examire well the 
Matter, tho' thou doſt not preſently, 
thou ſhalt by little and little, ſee what 
God has done for thce. 

Queſt. How ſhall I examine or try this? 

Anſw. Tnus! 

1. Wrart did go before thy Pardon, 
haſt thou ſeen Sin, and thy curſed State 
by Nature, that thou canſt not reſt in 
it? Haſt thou been conſeſſing thy Sin? 
1 John 1. 9. If we confeſs our Sin, be is 


faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins. 


Haſt thou come weeping to Chriſt, Fer. 
31. 9. it is propheſy d of true Converts, 
They ſhall come with I/eeping, and with 
Supplications will I lead em. Thus he 
dots when he becomes a Father to J- 


rael, as it there follows, Then haſt thou 


next caſt thy ſelf upon the free Mercy 
of God in Chriſt? as the Prodigal did, 
Luke 15. as the poor Publican, Luke 18. 
if thou haſt thus judged thy ſelf, Thcu 
Halt not be judged, 1 Cor. 11. 30. 


2. Wnar 


N 1 — _ nnn 


. wk . K a a 60 „ K ww ,. 


FPS. SE FT "ot Oy OY WET IE 


— 


8 oF «a — — 


— 


— Y 


1 he LovixG PrNITEN T. 137 


2 


2. What did accompany or go along 
with this Pardon? When-cver God 
brings the Soul into a new State, he 
gives a new Nature; Jer. 33.8. I wif 
cleanſe them from all their Iniquity whereby 
they have fiancd againſt me, aud I will pan 
don all their Iniquities, whereby they have 
| funed againſt me. You ſce God cleanſes 
whom he pardons. Again, Exzek. 36. 
25, 26, 27 they all three Verſes make 
but one Promiſe; I wil ſprinkle clean 
Liter upon you, and you ſnall be clean from 
all your Filthineſs, and from all jour Idols 
will I cleanſe you ; a new Heart wilt I 
give you, and a neu Spirit will I put uith- 


in jou, and I will take the ſtony Heart out 


of your Fleſh, and will give you an Heart 
of Fleſh. Ver. 25. ſpeaks of their par- 
don'd State. Ver. 26. of their new Na- 
ture: Then Ver. 27. of a new Conver- 

ſation ſuitable to both: Aud I will put 
my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk 
in my Statutes, and ye ſhall keep my Judg- 
ments and do them. What canſt thou ſay 
to this, O Man! art thou looking af- 
ter Mortification, and does Dagon and 
thy Luſts begin to fade and fall before 
thee? Mricah 7. 18. Who is à God like 
auto thee, wha pardoneth Tniquity. Then 
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Ver. 19. He will ſubdue our Iniquities, and 
thou wilt caſt all their Sins into the Depths 
of the Sea. Aſſure thy ſelf, all well- 
grounded Hopes have a purifying Diſ- 
poſition in them; 1 John 3. 3. He that 
hath this Hope (of ſeeing God as he is) 
purifieth himſelf as Ged is ure. 

3. Wnar did follow it; does not 
Love with its conſtraining Charms ? 
2 Cor. 5. 14 Love conſtrains thee to 
mourn over an injur'd and abuſed Sa- 
viour, and thy beſt Friend: Zech. 12. 
10. I will pour out the Spirit of Grace. 
And now ſee how this Grace works; 
They fball look upon me whom they have 
Pierced, and they ſhall mourn for him as one 
mourneth for an only Son; and ſpall be in 
Bitterneſs for him, as one in Bitterneſs for 
his firſt-born. Love conſtrains thee to 
let thy Sins go, that formerly grieved 
him, As 3. laſt. Love conſtrains thee 
to forgive Others for Chriſt's ſake, 
Epheſ. 4. laſt. Thou art troubled at 
thoſe Motions to Revenge thou feeleft 
working in thee, and wilt not give way 
to them, but art crying to God againſt 
them. All that Chriſt calls for is Thank- 
fulneſs, from ſaved Souls to their Savi- 
our. This is manifeſted by Love, Love 

. is 


Pardon of Sin pulls it out again. Sin 
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is manifeſted dy Obedience, and as we 
fall ſhort therein by Repentance. 


Branch 2d. Or the Exhortation. Ha- 
ving cleard up this, now, Soul! Go 
iN Prack ever after. Rejoice in God, 
and delight in him, as thy reconciled 
God and Friend, for thou haſt now re- 
ceived the Atonement, Rom. 5. 11. An 
unrenewed Man fetches all his Delights 


from Creatures ; a renew'd Man ſhould 


_ and fetch all his Delights from 
od. 

Go in Praczx, for thou haſt ground 
of Comfort in all Conditions ; Mat. 9. 
Sn, be of good Comfort, thy Sins are for- 
given thee ; eat thy Meat with Gladneſs, 
and dri ni thy Drink with a chearful Heart, 
for God accepteth thy Perſon and thy Work. 

Croſſes and Afflictions now become 


| Bleffings ; they are no longer to be con- 


ſider'd as a part of the Curſe of old 
Covenant, but of the Bleſſings of the 
New, Heb. 12. you may read at large. 
Sin puts a Sting into Affliction, but 


puts it in, Pal. 25. 18. Look upon my A. 
fiction aud my Pain, and forgive all my 
Sins. 'Then Pardon takes it out again, 
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Jja. 33. laſt. The Inheritance of S:0n ſhall 
not ſay, M are fick; tho' they are fo, 
they will not much complain: Tle 
reaſon follows, Becauſe the Peop/e that 
dwell therein ſball be fergiven their Ini- 
quity. | 

A STREAM of pardoning Grace ſhall 
follow thee throagh thy whole Life; 
tor he hath prom:ſed and ſettled it ſo 
in his Covenant; and thou mayſt go 
to the Throne of Grace, and plead (or 
Pardon of Sin by Virtæe of his Po- 
miſe and Covenant, Heb. 8. 11, 12. and 
indeed if it were not ſo, there would 
be very little Comfort in all that has 

been already ſaid. True! paſt Sins are 
- forgiven; but we ſhall cercainly Sin a- 
gain, and then God may cut us off ; 
therefore thou art to ſettle this ſweet 
and comfortable Truth in thy Heart, 


 follow'd Irael with a conſtant Stream 
where-ever they Travell'd, ſo thou haſt 
a conſtant Stream of forgiving Mercy 
following thy Soul. Forfeitures now 
ſhal! not be taken; and when Believers 
Sin they are to apply themſelves to their 
Advocate, 1 7% 2. 1, 2. lamenting 
their Sin and their unworthy Carriage 
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to the Lord, and their Love, and ſprin- 
kling their Souls afreſh with the Blood 
of Chriſt, they ought to take up their 
Peace again; for as Sin follows them, 
ſo pardoning Grace ſhall follow them 
all their Days. Tis ſuppoſed they 
mourn over Sin: Tis ſuppoſed they 


run to the Blood of Chriſt, and that 


they plead God's Covenant, founded 
upon Mercy and Truth; and Grace 
ſhall bear thy Charges all thy Way to 
Glory. 

Har God forgiven thee all thy Treſ- 
paſſes, and given thee a Title to Hea- 
ven? Then be thankfully, cheartully 
content with thy Lot and Portion in 


this World, to take what he has laid 


out for thee, be it more or lets, of the 
Comſorts of this Lite. 


hat tho” ſome have a F augbt 
Of Cloves and Nutmegs, and in Cinnamen ſail, 
If thou haſt wherewithnl to ſpice a Draught 
Ihen Griefs prevail, 
And for the future Time art Heir 
To. th Iſle of Spices, nt not fair? 
Herbert. 


Orurxs of thy Relations thrive more 


in the World, they are much above 
thee in theſe Things; but they have 


no 
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but thine will be green when theirs is 
faded. Be patient under all Croſſes, 


which are to exerciſe thee: The Chil- 


dren of Great Perſons have an Educa- 
tion anſwerable to fit them to ſtand be- 
fore Princes; ſo all Troubles and Af- 
fAlictions of this Life do but tend to pre- 
pare thee for the Preſence-Chamber of 
the Great King. God loves thee, then 
let him alone to do what he will with 
thee on Earth; approve of the whole of 
his Conduct towards thee, and acquieſce 


therein. a 


Is a Word ! It becomes ſuch to be 


| 3 wholly reſigned to God ; think oft of 
the Pattern the Lord Chriſt ſet thee, 


when he firſt entred on his Publick Mi- 
niſtry, and had ſent forth his Diſciples 
to preach ; he gave himſelf to take No- 


tice what ſort of Perſons they were 


5 that were converted, Luke 10. 21. and 
and that the Father had given him to 


redeem; and behold ! they were the 
E mean People of the Earth ; yet he reſts 


in his Father's Will and Are 
4 2 
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o ſee the force of this his Pattern; 


you muſt conſider, It was from all E- 
ternity agreed between the Father and 
Son, concerning the Perſons by Name 
who ſhould be redeemed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, Luke 10. 20. Dur Names are writ=- 
ten in Heaven, John 19. 3. Chriſt calls his 
Sheep by Name, Phil. 4. 3. Whoſe Names 
are in the Book of Life. Hence all fall 
under theſe rwo Ranks, either they are 
ſuch as have their Names written, Rev. 
3. F. in the Book of Life, or ſuch as have 
not their Names written in it, Rev. 13. 
8. with 17. 8. but although this Agree- 
ment was ſettled between the Divine 
Perſons in the Godhead, yet theſe Per- 
ſons were not known to the Man Jeſus 
till he ſaw who they were that came 
in upon and anſwered to the Goſpel: 
The Prophets ſpake great Things of 
the Goſpel Church, and when the Time 
came that it was to be gathered, 'rwas 
even gathered out of the very Dregs 
of the Common People. The Lord 


Chriſt might have thrown off his Of- 


fice, when he obſerved, that not many 
of the Great, and Wiſe, and Noble, 
and Learned, were given him of the 
Father : He might bave refuſed to * 
laid. 
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laid down his Blood as a Price for 
theſe ; but what was his Father's Plea- 
ſure ſha!l be his. He gave his Father 
Thanks for a Church gathered out from 
among the Poor, and was as well plea- 
ſed with a Church gathered from a- 
mong theſe, as though moſt of the No- 
bles of the Earth had ſhone in it, Lale 
10. 21. / thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid 
theſe Things from the Wife and P. udent, 
aud haſt revealed them unto Babes; ever ſo 
Huber, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy figit. 
So now, if God has choſen thee to be 
one of thoſe that ſhall wait on his Son, 
the Lord Jcſus Chriſt, and keep him 
Company to ail Eternity, John 12. 24. 
He died that he might not le alone in Hau- 
ven, but have the Company of ſaved Souls, 
whereof thou art one. O Soul! ſince 
thou art going to his Heaven, be re- 
ſigned to his Conduct all the way thi- 
ther. | ; 
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